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Rev.  Henry  Colman,  D.  D. 

Chairman  of  Interdenominational  Conference 
held  in  connection  with  Wisconsin  Fed- 
eration of  Churches  and  Christian 
Workers,  December  5-7,  1910 
at  Madison,  Wis. 


Wisconsin  Interdenominational 
Conference 

Calling  of  Conference 

At  theOshkosh  Federation  meeting  in  November,  1909,  it  was 
urged  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  to  call  an  interdenomina- 
tional Conference  to  meet  with  the  Federation  Council.  The 
purpose  was  thus  stated  by  the  secretary : 

First:  To  consider  the  religious  forces  of  the  state.  This 
means  a  thorough  inventory  of  all  the  denominational,  philan- 
thropic and  reformatory  forces,  where  located,  what  doing — 
thoroughly  collated  aud  brought  together  in  a  single  view. 

Second:  To  consider  the  religious  needs  of  the  state  as 
viewed  by  different  parties,  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  compe- 
tent committee  to  arrange  and  present  to  the  Conference,  so  that 
we  may  know  and  see  just  what  they  are. 

Third:  The  practical  question,  with  the  forces  at  our  com- 
mand what  are  we  going  to  do  to  meet  the  needs? 

It  was  voted  to  refer  the  question  to  the  Executive  Board 
which  unanimously  resolved  to  hold  such  a  Conference,  and  ap- 
pointed a  State  Com-mittee  with  power  to  act,  viz: 

W.  O.  Carrier,  D.  D.,  Chairman,  President  Carroll  College, 
Waukesha;  H.  A.  Miner,  Registrar  Wisconsin  Congregational 
Association,  Madison;  E.  W.  Blakeman,  Methodist  Episcopal 
University  Pastor,  Madison;  Geo.  W.  Case,  D.  D.,  West  Wis- 
consin Methodist  Episcopal  Conference,  Portage;  D.  W.  Huiburt, 
D.  D.,  Corresponding  Secretary  Wisconsin  Baptist  Association, 
Wauwatosa;  R.  H.  Edwards,  Congregational  University  Pastor, 
Madison;  F.  E.  Anderson,  Secretary  Wisconsin  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
Milwaukee;  H.  C.  Nott,  Pastor  German  Reformed  church,  Mil- 
waukee; G.  F.  Kiekhoefer,. Presiding  Elder,  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation, Milwaukee;  F.  W.  C.  Meyer,  Pastor  German  Baptist 
church,  Milwaukee. 

To  this  committee  were  added  Rev.  Perry  Millar,  Wisconsin 
Methodist  Episcopal  Conference,  Kenosha,  and  Prof.  C.  J.  Gal- 
pin,  Baptist  University  Pastor,  Madison. 
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Committee  organized  its  work  as  follows: 

W.  O.  Carrier,  D.  D.,  Chairman. 

H.  A.  Miner  and  E.  W.  Blakeman,  Secretaries. 

Chairmen  of  Committees: 

Statistics— D.  W.  Hulburt. 

Maps  and  Exhibits — C.  J.  Galpin. 

Program — R.  H.  Edwards. 

Finance  and  Resolutions — Perry  Millar. 

Publication — E.  W.  Blakeman. 

Entertainment— M.  G.  Allison. 

Date  for  holding  Conference,  Dec.  5-7,  1910;  place  Associa- 
tion Hall,  Madison. 


Organization 

Association  Hall,  Madison,  Monday  Afternoon,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1910 

In  the  absence  of  President  W.  O.  Carrier,  of  Carroll  College, 
Waukesha,  chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee,  the  Con- 
ference was  called  to  order  by  the  secretary,  Rev.  H.  A.  Miner, 
of  Madison.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Tippet,  District  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Methodist  church. 

Letter  from  President  Carrier  read,  expressing  regret  at  his 
inability  to  be  present  and  his  deep  interest  in  the  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Colman,  of  Milwaukee,  was  elected  chairman, 
and  the  Rev.  Lathrop  C.  Grant,  of  Menomonie,  vice-chairman. 

Rev.  E.  W.  Blakeman,  Madison,  elected  secretary,  Rev.  E.  C. 
Henke,  Baraboo,  and  John  M.  Bessy,  Milwaukee,  assistants. 

Report  of  Program  Commitee  presented  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Ed- 
wards, of  Madison.  Report  adopted  as  the  order  of  proceeding 
for  the  Conference. 

Letter  from  Rev.  Perry  Millar,  chairman  of  finance  and  reso- 
lution committees,  read.    Absent  by  reason  of  illness. 

The.  Rev.  F.  M.  Sheldon  named  chairman  of  Finance  committee. 

The  Rev.  C.  A.  Adams,  of  Merrill,  was  elected  to  take  the 
place  of  Rev.  Perry  Millar,  as  chairman  of  committee  on  reso- 
lutions. 


Address  of  Welcome 


On  Behalf  of  the  City 

By  The  Rev.  Verxon  8.  Phillips, 
Chairman  of  the  Madison  Ministers7  Association . 

Members  of  the  Conference  and  Friends : 

It  is  my  privilege  to  extend  a  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  city 
and  of  the  Madison  Ministers'  Association. 

There  are  three  things  for  which  Madison  is  famous :  Education , 
legislation,  and  situation.  I  think  that  if  the  program  committee 
had  done  its  full  duty,  it  would  have  brought  also  one  of  our  en- 
thusiastic real  estate  men  to  talk  to  you  about  our  lakes  and  our 
picturesque  situation. 

I  welcome  you  then,  on  behalf  of  the  city.  Besides  our  Uni- 
versity and  our  Capitol,  we  have  a  city  made  up  of  people  who 
are  just  like  the  people  everywhere.  We  have  our  stores,  our 
banks,  our  schools,  our  factories,  our  saloons  and  our  churches. 
Those  stingy  federal  census  enumerators  say  that  we  have  only 
about  twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants,  although  every  loyal 
Madisonian  is  certain  that  it  really  is  nearly  fifty  thousand.  I 
welcome  you  on  behalf  of  a  city,  not  altogether  perfect,  but 
keenly  alive  to  modern  problems;  a  city  which  is  setting  itself 
to  the  realization  of  noble  ideals. 

I  welcome  you  on  behalf  of  the  Madison  Ministers'  Associa- 
tion. Our  Association  includes  in  its  fellowship,  Congrega- 
tional, Presbyterian,  Methodist,  Baptist,  Episcopal,  Lutheran, 
and  Unitarian  pastors.  It  is  fitting  that  a  Ministers'  Associa- 
tion of  such  breadth  of  fellowship  should  welcome  this  Federa- 
tion. 

We  welcome  you  because  of  what  we  believe  will  be  the  results 
of  this  gathering.  One  of  these  results  will  be,  we  trust,  a  fine 
Christian  fellowship. 

Another  result  which  we  believe  will  come  of  this  Conference 
is  a  better  understanding  of  one  another.  Little  George  went 
out  into  the  fog  early  one  morning  and  started  down  the  road. 
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He  saw  a  dragon  coming  toward  him.  He  was  terrified.  The 
dragon  came  on,  and  then  George  saw  that  it  was  not  a  dragon 
but  a  giant.  And  when  the  giant  advanced  still  closer,  George 
saw  that  it  was  only  his  brother  John.  Many  of  us,  I  fear,  are 
looking  at  our  brethren  through  the  fog  and  they  appear  to  be 
hostile  and  grotesque.  If  we  will  but  get  close  enough  to  them 
we  shall  find,  with  little  George,  that  they  are  neither  hostile 
nor  grotesque,  but  friendly  and  very  much  like  ourselves.  In 
such  a  gathering  as  this  better  understanding  comes.  It  is  in 
the  hand-shake,  the  greeting,  the  personal  acquaintance,  the  dis- 
cussion of  common  problems,  the  expression  of  our  deepest 
hopes  and  fears,  that  we  come  to  understand  the  great  brother- 
hood of  which  we  are  a  part. 

Once  more,  we  hope  that  another  result  of  this  gathering  will 
be  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  denominations  and  our  local 
churches.  The  history  of  organized  Christianity  has  been  the 
history  of  denominationalism.  The  work  that  the  church  has 
done  has  been  through  the  denominations;  yet  denominational- 
ism sometimes  degenerates  into  sectarianism.  The  denomina- 
tions, in  many  an  instance,  have  stood  in  the  way  of  the  progress 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Mark  Twain  used  to  say,  "Let  no  man  try  to  throw  his  habits 
bodily  out  of  the  widow.  They  must  be  coaxed  downstairs  one 
step  at  a  time."  Exactly  what  the  humorist  meant  as  applied 
to  habits.  I  do  not  quite  understand,  but  I  am  sure  that  this  is 
the  policy  which  we  must  pursue  in  ridding  ourselves  of  what- 
ever is  objectionable  in  denominationalism. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Crandall,  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society,  has  recently  discussed  the 
matter  of  comity  among  denominations  on  Foreign  Mission 
fields.  "Comity,"  says  he,  "is  denominational  administration 
for  the  sole  purposes  of  the  Kingdom  and  the  righteousness  of 
God." 

We  must  discover  how  to  be  loyal  to  our  denominations  with- 
out being  untrue  to  the  great  church.  We  must  learn  how  to 
be  good  denominationalists  without  becoming  sectarians.  We 
need  to  look  one  another  in  the  eye,  to  greet  one  another  as 
brethren,  to  discuss  the  problems  of  our  churches,  not  with  the 
purpose  of  exterminating  or  exploiting  one  another,  but  hon- 
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estly  to  discover  how,  with  frankness  and  courtesy,  we  can  best 
administer  denominationalism  for  the  purposes  of  the  Kingdom 
and  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Wisconsin. 

Because,  then,  of  what  you  are,  because  of  what  we  are,  and 
because  of  what  you  have  gathered  to  do,  we  welcome  you. 


On  Behalf  of  the  University 

By  Dean  E.  A.  Birge. 

I  am  very  glad  to  welcome  vou  here  to  this  conference  for  the 
federation  of  churches  in  Wisconsin.  I  do  not  think  that  I 
could  welcome  you  in  a  more  proper  place  than  this  room.  This 
building  was  erected  by  the  contributions  of  the  Christian  men 
and  women  of  Wisconsin.  Among  the  four  thousand  and 
five  hundred  students  in  this  University,  I  suppose  there  are 
more  people  members  of  churches  than  in  any  other  place  in  Wis- 
consin. Those  who  have  been  long  in  the  University,  and  have 
been  deeply  interested  in  religious  matters,  have  thought  much 
on  the  relation  of  the  denominations  to  the  State  University. 

Not  many  years  ago  our  parents  were  insisting  upon  two 
things:  That  the  state  should  take  over  education,  and  that 
the  state  should  keep  its  hands  off  religion.  They  have  succeeded 
in  this:  many  think  they  have  succeeded  rather  too  well.  For 
this  arrangement  necessarily  involved  a  separation  from  educa- 
tion of  one  of  its  great  spiritual  functions — an  unquestionable 
loss  to  the  community. 

It  has  taken  some  time  for  the  churches  to  adjust  themselves 
to  this  new  condition  of  things.  The  provision  of  the  Univer- 
sity pastors;  the  provision  of  a  chapel  by  our  Roman  Catholic 
brethren;  and  other  provisions  soon  to  be  carried  out,  all  show 
that  the  denominations  are  rising  to  the  task  which  this  great 
opportunity  lays  upon  them. 

I  am  sure  that  a  large  part  of  the  work  of  an  interdenomina- 
tional conference  should  have  to  do  with  the  relation  of  educa- 
tion and  religion.  I  feel  that  there  is  no  greater  practical  problem 
so  close  to  the  interests  of  the  churches  as  that  of  the  maintenance 
and  development  of  the  strength  of  the  spiritual  life  among  the  stu- 
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dents  of  this  institution.  This  seems  to  be  the  one  big  concrete 
problem  lying  before  the  Christianity  of  Wisconsin.  Yon  will  cer- 
tainly pardon  me  if  this  problem  overshadows  others  in  my  mind 
on  this  subject.  There  is  none  which  equals  it  in  possibilities. 
The  active  Christian  church  is  to  be  commended  for  the  work 
that  is  being  done  here  so  vigorously  by  the  University  Pastors 
and  the  Christian  Associations.  The  churches  of  Christ  have 
been  too  long  defenders  of  the  Faith.  The  Faith  needs  no  de- 
fense. The  business  of  the  church  is  to  extend  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  to  marshal  its  forces;  not  to  maintain  ground  won  by  our 
fathers,  but  to  extend  that  ground,  to  permeate  society  with  the 
spirit  of  Christianity.  In  this  spirit  I  bid  you  welcome. 


On  Behalf  of  the  State 

By  Secretary  of  State,  James  A.  Frear. 

However  much  we  may  differ  in  religious  belief,  we  all  come 
here  with  a  feeling  of  allegiance  to  the  state.  The  state  is  most 
deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  Christianity,  for  it  has  gone 
forth  and  made  its  impress  upon  every  government  in  the  civil- 
ized world.  The  state  of  Wisconsin  is  unquestionably  honored 
in  having  within  its  borders  a  meeting  of  this  nature.  Wiscon- 
sin has  taken  an  advanced  position  in  the  progress  of  political 
and  civic  affairs,  and  we  all  appreciate  that  that  progress  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  fact  that  we  have  such  organizations 
as  are  here  represented. 

We  are  accustomed  to  having  ideals,  and  the  ideal  of  the  state 
and  the  ideal  of  the  church  must  ultimately  be  parallel.  Whether 
in  the  community,  the  church,  the  state,  or  the  nation,  to  possess 
the  best  things  by  brotherhood  has  been  the  ideal  for  which  we 
have  striven.  Today  the  mass  of  the  people  are  interested  in 
mankind,  in  the  promotion  of  the  happiness  and  contentment 
of  the  individual,  and  in  that  work  the  Christian  church  has 
possibilities  immeasurable. 

I  say  to  you  on  the  part  of  the  state,  that  we  welcome  you — 
you  are  thrice  welcome. 


Responses  to  Addresses  of  Welcome 


By  the  Rev.  Henry  Colmax,  D.  D.,  of  Milwaukee,  Chairman 
of  the  Conference. 

I  hardly  know  where  I  am  this  afternoon,  but  I  believe  I  know 
that  we  all  felicitate  ourselves  upon  hearing  these  hearty  wel- 
comes, and  these  suggestions  that  have  come  from  the  brethren 
who  have  given  us  this  welcome. 

The  first  gathering  of  this  kind  in  Wisconsin!  We  are  a  lit- 
tle proud  of  being  the  initial  affair  in  a  great  movement.  We 
have  come  here  because  we  have  a  great  purpose  that  undoubt- 
edly, as  Christian  workers  we  can  accomplish  better  united  than 
we  can  separated. 

Fifty  years  ago  I  opened  an  interdenominational  Sunday 
school  convention  in  this  city.  We  were  working  together,  not 
as  we  are  now.  There  was  a  little  more  jealousy  in  those  days 
than  there  is  now.  Todav  we  want  the  work  done,  and  we 
scour  the  country  to  get  the  man  to  do  that  work. 

The  other  day  I  was  reading  Professor  Bowne's  book  on 
"Studies  in  Christianity."  In  the  chapter  on  Church  and  Pro- 
gress you  will  find  that  the  church  has  often  been  a  blockto  pro- 
gress in  moral  reform.  Here  in  Wisconsin  we  are  having  a  fed- 
eration of  churches;  showing  to  the  great  Christian  world  more 
and  more  that  we  are  in  the  front  of  reform.  We  do  not  say  as 
we  come  together  that  denominationalism  is  a  thing  of  the  past, 
that  it  has  no  further  use  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  I  do  not 
think  we  are  ready  for  that.  We  may,  in  time,  become  so  much 
better  spiritually  that  we  need  not  watch  over  each  other  as  the 
past  has  needed,  and  the  church  bisect  and  bisect  to  keep  itself 
from  lapsing  into  indifference.  However,  in  certain  things  we 
would  better  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder,  working  for  Christ  and 
His  Kingdom. 

The  Federation  of  Churches  here  in  Wisconsin  is  not  all  that 
was  desired  when  we  organized.  It  has  worked.  Its  silent  influ- 
ence has  been  more  than  actual  work  of  committees.    But  there 
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are  things  yet  wanting.  We  have  more  and  more  the  feeling 
that  we  should  be  one.  The  progress  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
must  be  made  by  joining  forces.  We  can  do  it  better  by 
uniting  our  strength  and  meeting  the  common  enemy  front  to 
front.  The  great  foes  that  demoralize  our  churches  and  un- 
church our  young  people,  can  be  met  more  successfully  by  join- 
ing against  them. 

We  meet  here  then  for  deliberation,  that  we  may  counsel  to- 
gether and  reach  conclusions  by  which  to  further  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  every  community  in  Wisconsin. 

May  God's  blessing  be  with  you. 


The  Message  from  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America 

By  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Bacon,  D.  D.,  of  Chicago,  Secretary  of  the 
Central  District  of  the  Federation  of  Churches  in  America. 

I  bring  you  greetings  from  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America.  We  have  accomplished  Federation  at  the 
top,  i.  e.,  the  great  denominations  have  federated  and  are  work- 
ing under  an  adopted  constitution.  You  are  the  practical  appli- 
cation of  the  principle  of  federation.  The  first  was  a  great 
achievement  when  32  denominations,  representing  over  17,000,- 
000  members  federated,  but  the  second  will  be  a  greater  achieve- 
ment, when  the  principles  of  federation  will  be  tested  and  your 
task  is  to  do  this  greater  thing. 

There  has  come  an  atmosphere  in  Christendom,  created  by  a 
vital  Christianity.  Christianity  is  more  vital  today  than  in  any 
period  of  the  Christian  era.  It  is  bearing  more  and  better  fruit. 
There  is  a  tendency,  a  trend,  toward  a  united  effort  to  save  the 
world.  It  is  pervasive.  It  is  dominant.  It  asserts  itself .  It  is 
manifesting  itself  in  many  forms.  Federation  is  by  no  means  a 
brand-new  thing.  The  Y.M.  C.  A.,  the  Y.W.  C.A.,  theW.  C.T.U., 
the  Anti-Saloon  League,  the  Associated  Charities,  the  Laymen's 
Missionary  Movement,  etc.,  etc.,  are  all  federated  movements, 
but  they  are  all  more  or  less  individual,  and  never  before  have 
the  churches,  the  great  denominations,  federated  to  make  more 
effective  all  the  work  of  the  church;  for  all  these  federated  move- 
ments will  receive  a  backing  from  the  federated  church. 

God  governs  the  evolving  tendencies  of  the  centuries;  and 
while  Christianity  was  threatened  with  death  from  &  sluggish  uni- 
formity in  the  sixteenth  century  and  needed  a  Luther,  and  a 
Reformation,  and  a  consequent  breaking  up  into  multitudinous 
denominations — I  say,  that  if  Christianity  was  thus  kept  alive, 
and  the  priceless  boon  of  individuality  and  freedom  of  con- 
science, for  which  the  best  blood  of  Europe  and  America  has 
been  shed,  were  thus  preserved  to  the  race,  yet  when  we  meet 
an  age  of  combines,  a  socialistic  age,  and  the  rights  of  society 
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press  themselves  upon  us  and  men  have  grown  accustomed  to 
act  concertedly,  and  great  world  problems  arise  before  us,  and 
gigantic  tasks  face  us — now  Christianity,  that  divine  spirit  in 
the  lives  of  men,  begins  to  interpret  this  new  need,  and  to  arouse 
the  church  to  a  sense  of  its  tremendous  responsibilities  and  far- 
reaching  opportunities  and  behold  the  lovely  voice  of  fraternity, 
of  co-operation,  of  federation,  becomes  resonant  and  authorita- 
tive in  the  church  of  Christ.  All  who  attended  the  Missionary 
Conference  at  Edinburgh  this  summer  caught  the  notes  of  that 
voice  as  they  probably  never  heard  it  before.  They  recognized 
it  as  the  voice  of  God  speaking  through  the  churches  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  probably  it  had  never  had  equal  chance  to  speak 
before. 

In  the  evolution  of  centuries  nothing  of  lasting  value  will  be 
lost  in  the  process  of  the  changes,  and  these  priceless  boons  need 
not  be  lost  by  a  holy  view  of  a  community  of  interests.  So 
federation  does  not  decrease,  but  rather  increases  denominational 
rights  and  duties.  What  have  we  to  federate  if  not  our  de- 
nominations? Who  bring  our  noblest  contributions  to  solve  our 
world  problems,  if  not  our  century-trained  church  Communions? 

In  this  message  let  me  briefly  bring  you  the  leading  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America. 

First:  It  was  born  from  a  consideration  of  the  churches'  ob- 
ligations to  the  whole  world's  problems.  There  are  Christianity- 
wide  obligations  and  there  are  world-wide  problems.  If  the 
problems  of  Christianity  were  confined  to  one  denomination  there 
might  be  an  excuse  for  that  denomination  thinking  that  it  could 
solve  them.  But  the  great  problems  of  any  one  church  are  the 
great  problems  of  every  other  church.  They  are  the  problems 
of  the  whole  moral  and  religious  world.  It  was  born  from  a 
sense  of  community  of  interests. 

Second:  It  is  the  whole  church  increasing  her  efficiency  by 
uniting  the  excellencies  of  all  the  denominations — not  oblitera- 
ting and  obscuring  these  excellencies,  but  uniting  them.  It  is 
one  of  God's  methods  of  obtaining  the  benefits  of  organic  union 
without  its  perils.  So  federation  will  make  each  church  more 
effective  by  lifting  it  into  the  high,  unselfish  levels  of  Christian 
activity  and  above  the  ignoble  valleys  of  jealousies,  envies  and 
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wasteful  competition  which  is  the  general  church's  swamp  life. 
The  Federal  Council  would  lift  all  the  churches  into  a  broader 
conception  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  and  into  a  supreme 
love  for  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  which  holy  love  will  ab- 
sorb and  direct  all  minor  loves.  It  is  a  new  application  of  that 
old  text,  "Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteous- 
ness, and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you.'7 

The  Federal  Council  conceives  of  the  Universal  Church  of 
Christ  in  its  most  altruistic  sense.  It  looks  upon  "the  church 
not  simply  as  a  field  to  work  in,  but  a  power  to  work  with."  It 
conceives  of  it  not  simply  as  a  hospital,  a  nursery,  a  gymna- 
sium, or  a  school.  It  is  all  these  and  much  more.  It  is  an  en- 
gine, a  battering-ram,  a  cotton  compress,  a  hydraulic  lift.  It  is 
a  machine  to  turn  out  the  best  ethical  and  spiritual  product  on 
the  world's  needy  market,  where  there  is  always  the  demand  for 
the  "real  thing;"  to  compress  sin  to  its  narrowest  limits;  to 
batter  down  the  fortifications  of  organized  selfishness;  to  lift  this 
old  sinful  world  nearer  God.  When  we  look  on  the  church  as 
an  end,  as  "simply  a  field  to  work  in,"  then  we  can  dwell  con- 
tent in  our  own  little  patch  regardless  of  what  becomes  of  the 
sinful  world;  but  when  we  conceive  of  the  church  as  a  means 
as  "a  power  to  work  with,"  then  we  catch  the  vision  of  needed 
federation  to  make  the  machinery  most  efficient. 

The  Federal  Council  seeks  to  save  wasteful  competition  and  to 
simplify  machinery.  The  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  published  re- 
cently that  by  a  proper  industrial  system  it  could  save  a  million 
and  a  half  dollars,  and  that  the  same  system  extended  to  all 
railroads  in  the  country  would  save  $300,000,000.  We  are  as- 
tonished at  such  a  waste,  and  at  the  possibilities  of  such  indus- 
trial economy,  especially  in  an  organization  supposed  to  be  so 
well  systematized,  and  it  suggests  the  question,  "What  if  the 
church  were  to  examine  and  confess  her  waste  in  men  and  money! 
Would  we  not  be  more  than  astonished;  yea,  dumb-founded 
and  ashamed?"  Here  is  the  greatest  enterprise  on  earth,  with 
the  greatest  tasks  and  the  greatest  opportunities,  with  the  great- 
est resources,  with  world-wide  obligations,  and  heaven  high  con- 
sequences, and  yet  can  not  its  various  parts  be  rightly  accused 
of  wasteful  competition?  Are  we  not  employing  eighteenth 
century  methods  with  twentieth  century  opportunities? 
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The  Federal  Council  is  not  a  new  organization  bidding  for 
favor,  or  asking  for  patronage.  It  is  the  old  church  acting  in 
a  new  way.  It  does  not  say  as  an  outsider,  "I  am  at  your  ser- 
vice,7' in  the  spirit  of  an  enterprising  merchant  to  his  custom- 
ers. It  is  the  church  itself  acting.  It  is  IT.  Ithyou.  The  great 
Protestant  churches  of  America  have  united  to  do  certain  things 
together  which  they  can  do  better  than  they  can  do  the  same 
things  separately. 

They  have  united  with  an  absolute  recognition  of  the  churchly 
character  of  each  other.  They  do  not  have  to  be  exhorted  to 
recognize  the  Christian  character  and  stamp  of  each  other.  The 
Federal  Council  is  a  Committee,  or  to  use  the  more  dignified 
term,  when  great  bodies  act,  they  are  a  Commission  of  Protest- 
antism to  do  the  will  of  Protestantism  in  its  united  efforts. 

What  has  Federation  achieved? 

First:  Herself,  which  is  a  sublime,  earth  astonishing  and 
heaven  pleasing  event. 

Second:  She  has  organized  and  brought  under  her  wing  in 
whole  or  in  part  26  state  interdenominational  organizations.  In 
all  the  great  cities  of  the  nation,  New  York,  Chicago,  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City,  Denver,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  etc.,  city  Feder- 
ations have  been  organized.  Also  successful  Federations  are 
organized  and  working  in  the  smaller  cities  like  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  Lafayette  and  Munsey,  Indiana,  etc. 

Third:  And  more  significant  than  these  formal  organizations, 
is  the  fact  that  the  Home  Missionary  Society  secretaries  have 
formally  consulted  and  adopted  a  policy  of  action  to  prevent 
wasteful  competition  and  to  properly  divide  Home  Missionary 
fields.  This  agreement  has  been  officially  accepted  by  many  of 
the  church  societies  and  approved  by  all  of  the  secretaries. 
This  movement  alone  will  save  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
to  the  churches. 

Fourth:  The  committee  on  "Church  and  Social  Service"  of 
the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 
has  formulated  the  most  sane  and  yet  progressive  system  of 
principles  according  to  the  opinion  of  all  classes  of  thinkers 
which  the  church  has  ever  put  forth  to  define  her  relations  to 
the  perplexing  social  problems.  Few  people  realize  what  a  pow- 
erful agency  has  been  started  in  this  field  of  confusing  opinions 
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and  conflicting  interests.  Capitalists  and  labor  leaders  also  will 
find  reason  for  gratitude  in  the  creation  of  this  agency  which 
if  its  advice  is  followed  will  save  the  nation  millions  of  dollars 
lost  in  these  industrial  conflicts.  These  two  achievements  alone 
amply  justify  the  short  career  of  the  Federal  Council. 

It  was  said  of  the  church  in  heathen  lands,  that  "It  is  only 
the  most  firmly  knit  organizations  which  can  stand  the  impact  of 
the  great  world  religions."  We  can  say  of  the  church  at  home, 
that  it  is  only  the  most  firmly  knit  Protestantism  which  can 
stand  the  impact  of  the  gigantic  organized  forms  of  vice.  Fed- 
eration then  is  bound  by  its  perils. 

"Federation  is  bound  by  the  force  of  a  tremendous  task."  We 
look  with  awe  upon  these  tasks.  They  are  the  church's  relation 
to  all  forms  of  social  service,  to  the  question  of  capital  and 
labor,  the  sweating  system,  the  child  labor  question,  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  masses  in  our  cities,  corruption  of  municipali- 
ties, the  Sabbath  question,  the  temperance  question.  Ah,  yes, 
Federation  is  bound  by  force  of  its  tremendous  tasks.  These 
are  the  cords  which  bind  us  together.  If  ever  there  was  wisdom 
in  Federation  that  wisdom  is  evident  today.  Every  impulse  of 
common  sense,  of  brotherly  love,  of  religious  principle  call  for 
federation  of  the  churches.  Bismarck  saw  that  the  German 
states  separate,  would  never  impress  the  world  with  the  worth 
of  German  character  and  institutions,  so  he  formed  a  Confed- 
eracy, and  the  German  Empire  arose.  So  now  if  France  would 
fight  the  Germans,  she  has  not  simply  Bavaria  to  fight,  nor 
Saxony  to  fight,  nor  Hanover  nor  Prussia,  but  the  Empire  to 
contend  with.  So  when  the  world  with  its  greed  and  its  lust 
meets  us,  when  the  corruption  of  our  great  cities  and  their  un- 
evangelized  masses  challenge  us,  when  our  immigration  problems 
defy  us,  when  the  atheistic  part  of  organized  labor  seeks  to  con- 
trol all  labor  movements  and  come  with  defiant  banners  against 
us,  when  a  continental  Sabbath  seeks  to  subvert  our  day  of  rest,  and 
when  the  awful  and  inhuman  liquor  traffic  would  rob  us  of  our 
best,  when  all  the  problems  mass,  and  all  the  powers  of  hell 
gather,  then  let  it  be  known  that  they  have  to  meet  not  simply, 
however  mighty,  a  few  million  enthusiastic  Methodists,  or  loyal 
obedient  Baptists,  or  Disciples,  or  those  staunch  and  undaunted 
believers  in  the  Divine  Sovereignty  of  God,  the  Presbyterians, 
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or  those  wide-awake  Congregationalists,  etc.,  etc.,  but  that  they 
have  to  face  a  united  Christendom. 

I  bring  you  the  greetings  of  many  states  similarly  organized 
to  yourselves,  and  many  cities  with  their  local  Federal  Councils, 
and  the  universal  churches  aroused  to  a  sense  of  a  great  need  of 
union  for  a  holy  crusade,  for  the  formation  of  the  true  "Holy 
Alliance"  for  the  saving  of  the  world. 


Stereopticon  Presentation  of  Maps  and 

Charts 

By  Mr.  C,  J.  Galpin,  Baptist  University  Pastor. 

We  made  these  slides  so  that  you  could  have  brought  before 
you  in  a  forceful  mariner  certain  data.  Then,  too,  at  a  small 
expense  you  can  get  copies  of  these  slides,  and  reproduce  this 
whole  Conference  at  your  home  towns.*  This  presentation 
should  be  followed  by  a  close  study  of  the  charts  which  will  be 
hung  around  these  rooms  for  your  inspection. 


*The  more  important  of  these  maps  and  charts  will  be  found  farther 
on  in  this  publication  in  connection  with  the  topics  which  they  were  de- 
signed to  illustrate.  All  or  a  portion  of  the  slides  can  be  obtained  at 
a  small  expense  by  writing  Rev.  E.  C.  Dixon,  1930  Monroe  St.,  Madison, 
Secretary  of  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Churches  and  Christian  Workers. 
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Presiding  Officer's  Address 

By  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Dixon, 

Methodist  Superintendent,  Madison  District,  West  Wisconsin 

Conference. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  the  Federated 
Churches  of  Wisconsin: 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  find  myself  called  upon  to  preside 
at  this  meeting  tonight,  not  because  of  what  I  can  give  but  be- 
cause of  what  I  can  get,  for  I  consider  it  an  honor  to  have  any  i 
part  whatever  in  the  great  work  of  organizing  the  religious  and 
reform  societies  of  our  state  for  more  prompt  and  harmonious 
action  looking  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  purposes  for 
which  they  were  severally  organized. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  President  Plantz  cannot  be  present  to  oc- 
cupy this  place  as  the  program  committee  had  arranged,  but 
your  loss  is  my  gain  on  this  occasion. 

It  maybe  that  my  religious  associations  from  my  earliest  recol- 
lections to  the  present  time  have  prevented  me  from  ever  being 
a  very  strong  partisan  and  inclined  me  to  be  interested  in  the 
co-operation  of  the  various  churches. 

I  was  reared  an  Episcopalian,  brought  up  on  the  prayer  book, 
an  experience  for  which  1  am  profoundly  grateful.  I  have 
always  considered  that  the  chief  influence  that  turned  me  to  the 
religious  life  was  that  of  a  Congregational  Sunday  school  teacher 
teaching  in  a  Presbyterian  church,  while  my  first  prof ession  of 
religion  publicly  was  in  a  Methodist  revival  meeting. 

It  was  long  ago  said  that  the  children  of  this  world  were 
wiser  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light-  Fragments 
of  looking  glass  lying  in  a  heap  upon  the  ground  reflect  the 
sunlight  in  broken  and  conflicting  rays  through  the  air.  But 
long  ago  it  was  learned  that  these  same  fragments  might  be  ad- 
justed so  nicely  with  reference  to  each  other  and  the  sun  that 
they  would  constitute  a  powerful  burning  glass. 

By  means  of  such  a  glass  we  are  told  that  the  ancient  Greeks- 
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set  fire  to  the  enemy's  ships  upon  the  sea  two  thousand  years 
ago.  This  federation  of  churches  is  calculated  to  be  and  by  the 
grace  of  God  may  become  the  means  of  so  concentrating  the 
spiritual  power  of  God's  Kingdom  that  it  shall  consume  evil  of 
every  kind  and  send  out  a  light  that  shall  illumine  the  world. 

At  the  Laymen's  Missionary  Congress  in  Chicago  last  spring, 
Bishop  Anderson  told  us  that  we  made  a  mistake  in  endeavor- 
ing to  get  together  on  the  basis  of  an  irreducible  minimum. 

The  great  church  of  the  living  God  is  not  a  church  of  mini- 
mums  but  a  church  of  maximums.  It  is  not  a  question  of  what 
you  are  to  give  up,  though  some  things  might  be  given  up,  but 
much  more  is  it  a  question  of  what  you  can  give.  We  all  have 
elements  of  strength  and  power,  and  every  church  ought  to  have 
all  the  elements  of  power  possessed  by  every  other  church. 
Thus  we  are  so  inclined  in  our  denominational  gatherings  to  ex- 
alt the  great  leaders  of  our  organizations.  But  well  as  this  is, 
there  is  something  else  much  deeper  than  this.  We  all  are  or 
may  be  the  "heirs  of  all  the  ages,"  indeed,  but  specifically  here, 
the  heirs  of  all  the  saints  and  apostles  of  the  church.  We  speak 
of  Luther  as  belonging  to  the  Lutherans;  Calvin  and  Knox  as 
belonging  to  the  Presbyterians;  Wesley,  of  course,  belongs  to 
the  Methodists,  while  our  Roman  brethren  claim  the  Saints  Ber- 
nard and  Francis.  But  in  a  much  truer  sense  these  men  belong 
to  them  all.  Did  Wesley  or  Knox  or  the  Saints  Bernard  and 
Francis  do  anything  for  humanity  and  the  Kingdom?  Then  they 
did  it  for  me  and  for  you  whatever  our  form  of  faith  and  wor- 
ship, and  no  ecclesiastical  barrier  can  keep  those  blessed  influences 
from  us  if  only  we  are  positively  desirous  of  receiving  them. 

So  in  our  Federation  together  we  are  going  to  learn  all  that 
we  can  from  each  other;  we  are  going  to  co-operate  every  way 
that  Christian  men  and  women  can;  we  are  going  to  eliminate 
all  causes  of  strife  and  bitterness  and  from  the  many  different 
phases  of  truth  and  doctrine  and  polity,  from  the  many  men  of 
many  minds;  we  are  going  to  perfect  the  one  great  unified 
church  of  God  for  the  perfection  of  our  lives  and  the  redemption 
of  the  world. 

May  His  blessing  and  guidance  be  with  us  in  all  our  delibera- 
tions that  the  good  purposes  of  His  will  may  be  accomplished 
through  us. 


The  Status  of  Church  Co-operation  in 
the  United  States 

The  Rev.  George  Frederick  Wells,  Research  Assistant  of 
Federal  Council  of  Churches. 

By  church  co-operation  we  do  not  mean  the  creedal  affiliation 
of  churches.  If  there  are  ten  thousand  Congregational  churches 
in  the  United  States  they  co-operate  to  form  Congregationalism. 
But  we  are  not  talking  about  the  affiliation  of  any  number  of 
churches  around  common  creeds,  forms,  or  preferences  to  form 
denominational  church  bodies. 

We  live  in  an  age  when  Christians  have  formed  religious, 
charitable  and  betterment  associations  without  number,  and  to 
gain  all  conceivable  ends,  There  are  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  and  Women's  Associations  for  the  Protection  of 
Sick  Animals, 'but  none  of  these  associational  activities  are  exam- 
ples of  true  Church  Co-operation. 

In  reporting  upon  Church  Co-operation  I  have  nothing  to  say 
about  the  organic  church  union.  Two  years  ago  it  was  my 
privilege  to  engineer  the  organic  union  of  two  churches  in  one 
small  New  England  village.  Similar  unions  are  coming,  with 
the  dawning  of  the  Kingdom,  to  other  church-depressed  fields. 
But  an  effective  nation-wide  movement  in  organic  ecclesiastical 
church  union  can  be  realized  only  with  our  national  death  or 
resurrection. 

By  church  co-operation  ive  mean  the  organized  co-operation  be- 
tween  ch  urches  of  different  creedal  preferences  for  the  purpose  of 
larger  community  service  by  the  churches  as  such. 

My  purpose  in  reporting  upon  the  status  of  church  co-opera- 
tion in  the  United  States  is  primarily  educational.  We  wish  to 
learn  what  church  co-operation  really  is,  what  it  is  worth  when 
the  churches  back  of  it  have  the  moral  earnestness  to  stand  by 
what  it  means,  and  to  know  how  to  make  ourselves  its  efficient 
promoters. 

To  learn  the  status  of  church  co-operation  in  the  United 
States  we  need  to  make  three  studies. 
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The  first  may  be  that  of  the  organization  and  work  of  the 
Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America. 

The  greatest  Inter-Church  Federation  in  the  world  is  the  Fed- 
eral Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ.  It  was  formally  organ- 
ized in  December,  1908,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Philadelphia.  The 
Council  is  a  practical  realization  of  the  United  Churches  of  the 
United  States.  Its  strength  is  the  combined  strength  of  thirty- 
two  Christian  church  bodies  and  more  than  16,000,000  Christians 
with  their  100,000  ministers.  It  is  in  the  field  to  organize  and  pro- 
mote efficient  state  and  local  church  federations,  to  secure  comity 
in  church  and  mission  work  throughout  the  nation,  to  stimulate 
the  churches  in  their  earnest  efforts  each  for  all  and  all  for  a 
Christian  America,  and  to  stand  as  the  mightiest  exponent  of 
true  Christian  unity  in  all  the  world. 

It  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  any  one,  in  small  space, 
to  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  practical  results  of  the  tvorh  of 
the  Federal  Council.  The  result  cannot  be  stated  as  the 
accomplishments  of  the  five  administrative  secretaries  of 
the  Council.  The  seven  departmental  committees,  com- 
posed of  scores  of  the  leaders  of  all  our  churches,  are 
at  work,  but  their  work  does  not  measure  the  efficiency  of 
the  Council.  Village,  County,  City,  and  State  Inter-Church 
Federations  are  being  organized  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
to  increase  the  power  of  Christian  worship  and  evangelism,  to 
undertake  mighty  tasks  of  moral  reform  and  Christian  charity, 
and  to  redirect  for  greater  power  the  mobilized  action  of  local 
religious  forces.  But  not  in  the  work  of  such  organizations  alone 
is  the  practical  strength  of  America's  great  concerted  movement 
to  be  seen.  The  manifold  activities  of  thirty- two  Christian 
bodies  are  feeling  the  magnetic  influence  of  a  nation-wide,  or- 
ganized Christian  fellowship,  but  they  cannot  tell  the  whole 
story  of  the  good  which  springs  from  the  one  motive  of  common 
service  on  the  part  of  them  all.  Each  one  of  more  than  16.000,- 
000  members  of  Christian  churches,  together  with  their  100,000 
ministers  are  directly  and  definitely  responsible  for  the  practical 
results  of  their  own  movement  and  the  principles  of  Christ  are 
being  applied  to  every  detail  of  every-day  life  just  as  far  as  each 
individual  is  feeling  his  privilege  and  meeting  his  personal  re- 
sponsibility. 
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Through  the  Commission  of  the  Church  and  Social  Service, 
the  gulf  between  the  church  and  the  laboring  classes  is  being 
bridged.  Home  Missionary  resources  are  being  directed  into  the 
channels  of  their  greatest  productiveness.  The  objective  of 
more  church  as  paramount  to  more  churches  is  being  realized. 
The  smaller  church  bodies  are  feeling  the  thrill  of  a  larger  place 
and  power  and  they  are  coming  forth  to  do  their  share.  The 
social  call  of  the  needy  classes  of  society  is  gaining  a  response 
from  the  church  as  never  in  the  past.  The  new  popular  demands 
for  the  realization  of  one-sided  theories  of  church  union  are 
waking  up  to  the  firm  and  abiding  truth  that  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  has  realized  already  better  things  than  its  found- 
ers ever  dreamed  of. 

State  Organizations  of  Church  Co-operation  have  passed  through 
three  stages.  The  first  is  the  stage  of  resolution.  It  is  a  period  of. 
vision,  anticipation  and  usually  of  popularity. 

The  second  is  the  period  of  conviction  and  education.  This 
conviction  and  education  arises  with  a  demand  that  the  Federa- 
tion produce  results.  The  question  of  the  rights  of  individual 
churches  may  arise.  The  true  meaning  of  Church  Co-operation 
comes  to  be  realized.  There  may  be  stresses,  clashes  and  trage- 
dies before  the  mighty  forces  involved  will  come  to  their  true 
Christian  investment. 

The  third  is  the  stage  of  actual  co-operation.  Happy  is  the 
state,  the  churches  of  which  are  truly  working  together. 

We  find  that  twenty-six  states  are  realizing  co-operation. 

Maine  is  the  father  of  our  co-operative  movement.  The  In- 
terdenominational Commission,  now  in  its  twenty-first  year,  is 
fruitful  of  large  results.  No  state  excels  Maine  in  the  courteous 
re-adjustment  of  matters  between  decadent  churches  and  vital 
ones. 

New  Hampshire  has  an  Interdenominational  Commission  which 
is  in  the  stage  of  practical  co-operation.  It  is  constantly  enlarging 
its  work,  and  making  itself  felt  as  one  of  the  foremost  religious 
factors  in  the  state. 

Vermont  has  an  Interdenominational  Commission  which  is  now 
broadening  the  scope  of  its  work.  The  period  of  conviction  and 
education  is  leading  the  forces  of  the  state  to  earnest  co-opera- 
tion. 

Int.  Con. 
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Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  under  the  leadership  of 
their  efficient  field  secretary,  the  Rev.  Edward  Tallmadge  Root, 
are  meeting  with  constantly  increased  success. 

The  rising  tide  in  nearby  states  is  influencing  Connecticut 
churches,  and  practical  co-operation  of  her  Christian  churches  is 
soon  to  be  realized. 

New  York  state  has  already  realized  through  its  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Chrsitian  Workers  results  which  have  not  been 
excelled  in  the  Nation. 

The  foundations  are  being  laid  in  New  Jersey  for  a  State-wide 
Inter-church  Federation,  built  upon  such  federations  in  all  the 
leading  cities  and  counties.  The  constructive  work  of  church 
co-operation  is  New  Jersey's  strong  point. 

West  Virginia  has  recently  formed  an  Inter- church  Federation 
and  is  undertaking  a  full  program  of  religious,  moral  and  social 
uplift.  Delaware,  together  with  the  eastern  portion  of  Maryland, 
has  an  interdenominational  Council  between  leading  churches 
for  the  re-direction  of  forces  in  many  needy  localities.  The  work 
in  Pennsylvania  is  progressing  rapidly  by  cities,  counties  and 
selected  districts.  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota  are  realizing 
what  they  have  had  and  lost  awhile.  Stimulated  by  the  expert 
leadership  of  the  Field  Secretary  of  the  Central  District  of  the 
Federal  Council,  these  states  and  others  are  launching  work 
upon  their  own  initiative. 

Wisconsin  is  to  the  central  portion  of  the  United  States  what 
Maine  has  been  to  the  eastern  states.  No  state  has  done  work 
of  greater  value,  both  for  her  own  communites  and  in  an  edu- 
cational way  throughout  the  country,  and  in  leading  in  social 
reconstruction  than  has  the  state  of  Wisconsin. 

Indiana  has  recently  formed  what  will  prove  to  be  a  strong 
Interdenominational  Council.  North  and  South  Dakota  have 
Federations  with  good  records  to  their  credit,  but  with  larger  re- 
sults about  to  be  realized.  Arizona  has  a  newly  formed  Inter- 
church  Federation,  which  is  launching  a  campaign  of  investiga- 
tion and  education.  The  states  of  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Mon- 
tana, and  Idaho,  have  within  six  months  formed  organizations 
similar  to  the  interdenominational  commissions  of  northern  New 
England.  They  have  a  Council  on  Home  Missions.  Northern 
California  and  Nebraska  have  had  strong  Federations  of  their 
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churches,  which  have  produced  commeudable  results.  They  are 
now  reaching  forward  for  progress  of  yet  more  effective  service. 

No  mention  has  thus  far  been  made  of  the  states  in  the  great 
Southland.  Many  Local  Federations  exist  and  preparations  are 
being  made  for  Federation. 

In  considering  the  status  of  Church  Federation  by  states,  it 
may  be  said  that  more  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year 
1910  than  in  any  other  five  years  in  the  whole  history  of  the 
movement.  Three  more  such  years  will  effect  General  Inter- 
church  Federation. 

In  our  third  study  we  wish  to  look  at  the  Local  Federations 
which  are  scattered  thoroughout  our  land.  Before  me  is  a  port- 
folio of  more  than  300  typewritten  pages,  each  page  containing 
a  description  of  some  specific  local  instance  of  Church  Co-opera- 
tion. These  instances  belong  to  four  classes.  The  first  are  the 
City  Inter-church  Movements.  The  second  class  of  local  instances 
are  the  County  Inter-state  Federations.  There  are  in  the  third 
place,  a  large  number  of  active  Inter-church  Federations  in 
large  towns.  The  fourth  type  of  local  church  co-operation  is  to 
be  found  in  country  villages.  They  are  the  Federation  of  two 
or  more  churches  of  different  denominations  within  the  same 
small  parishes  for  work  and  worship  under  the  leadership  of  one 
community  pastor. 

Three  conclusions  may  be  drawn : 

First:  This  work  has  long  since  passed  the  experimental 
stage,  and  arrived  at  the  period  of  practical  constructive  results. 

Second:  Inter-church  Co-operation  has  passed  the  stage  of 
theory  and  uncertainty.  The  underlying  principles  have  been 
discovered  and  defined. 

Third:  We  are  in  the  stage  of  expert  leadership.  Christian 
statesmen,  second  to  none,  are  giving  thought  and  time  to  the 
problems. 

May  I  communicate  Christian  greetings  and  every  best  wish  to 
the  Interdenominational  Conference  of  Wisconsin!  I  bespeak 
for  yon  a  constructive  and  powerful  influence  which  shall  be  felt 
intensively  at  home  and  far  beyond  your  borders. 


The  Ideal  and  Future  of  Church  Co 
operation  in  America 


President  OzoraS.  Davis, 
of  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary,  addressed  the 
Conference,  in  substance, 
as  follows: 

Before  we  attempt  to  de- 
fine the  ideal  let  us  look  at 
certain  inner  forces  and 
outer  conditions  that  in- 
spire and  condition  it: 

First:  The  instinctive 
demand  for  the  inner  unity 
which  shall  lie  behind  and 
give  warrant  to  all  divers- 
ity. We  simply  cannot  tol- 
erate permanently  the  idea 
that  discord  is  to  obtain  as 
a  final  conception  at  least 
in  human  effort. 

We  are  ready  to  accept 
differences  in  human  mo- 
tive and  efficiency  of  service 
to  be  lived  with  permanent- 
ly, but  we  cannot  accept 
as  a  permanent  condition 
that  there  shall  be  no  es- 
sential unity  in  purpose 
lying  behind  diversity  of  enterprise  to  give  it  warrant. 

This  insistency  upon  a  unifying  purpose  behind  the  differing 
activities  of  our  mortal  life,  is  peculiarly  emphatic  when  we 
come  to  religious  service.  The  will  of  God  supreme  is  a  funda- 
mental religious  conception.  This  will  is  to  triumph  through 
human  agencies,  but  it  is  the  conquest  of  the  will  of  God. 


President  Ozora  S.  Davis,  d.  d. 
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Supremely  it  is  the  doctrine  and  the  ideal  of  those  who  follow 
the  teaching  of  Jesus,  "that  they  may  all  be  one;  even  as  thou 
Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us; 
that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  didst  send  me." 

As  Christian  disciples  these  words  have  not  become  real  yet. 
They  have  not  yet  outlined  our  program  or  worked  themselves 
into  conscious  experience.  We  suffer  them  to  remain  in  the 
realm  of  ideals;  we  quote  them  with  inward  satisfaction;  but 
we  have  not  yet  dared  make  much  of  an  adventure  with  them  in 
the  way  of  practical  enterprise. 

Let  us  not  miss  the  meaning  of  the  final  clause.  Here  Jesus 
asserts  without  hesitation  that  the  great  defense  of  the  faith,  the 
one  supreme  apologetic,  is  the  unity  of  the  Christian  people 
bearing  their  constant  and  consistent  witness  in  the  face  of 
all  challenge  and  question  of  the  world.  It  is  not  great  books, 
profound  philosophies,  elaborate  arguments  that  convince  the 
world;  it  is  the  witness  of  a  united  and  eager  Christian  people 
bearing  upon  their  witness  to  the  world. 

The  ideal  of  Christian  unity  and  the  practical  plans  for  church 
co-operation  are  the  attempt  of  believing  souls  to  answer  the 
prayer  of  Jesus. 

Second:  Notice  now  certain  items  of  outward  pressure  which 
are  forcing  us  to  the  definition  of  our  new  ideal  of  Christian 
co-operation. 

The  whole  spirit  and  temper  of  the  age  is  toward  economy  of 
administration.  This  is  the  outstanding  character  of  the  com- 
mercial world  today.  I  know  the  history  of  two  rival  corpora- 
tions which  carried  on  bitter  and  incessant  warfare  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  with  a  partisan  aggressiveness  that  no  re- 
ligious denominations  ever  surpassed;  now  they  are  united  in  a 
greater  corporation  for  economy  of  administration,  and  the 
ancient  feuds  are  all  forgotten  save  by  the  survivors. 

The  church  cannot  remain  unmoved  by  this  pressure  all  along 
the  line  of  organized  life.  She  must  answer  the  call  of  the  age 
in  the  business  world,  in  politics,  and  in  philanthropy. 

Again,  it  is  a  practical  exigency  that  is  upon  us.  Arrayed 
against  the  forces  that  save, as  represented  in  the  church, are  the 
forces  that  destroy, represented  in  the  organized  liquor  business, 
organized  gambling  and  organized  vice.    The  organization  of 
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the  liquor  men  has  overlapped  all  the  names  and  brands  of  beer 
and  booze  to  fight  for  what  to  them  is  a  common  cause.  There 
have  been  many  names  and  much  competition  in  the  whisky 
business;  but  the  threat  of  the  temperance  movement  has  forced 
them  into  the  new  line-up. 

Now  the  reflex  action  of  this  fierce  battle  must  be  to  unify 
and  line  up  the  churches.  Our  business  is  to  go  out  and  fight 
Philip.  The  issues  are  too  critical  and  the  fight  too  tremendous 
for  us  to  spend  any  more  time  in  that  graceful  feminine  art 
which  Shailer  Mathews  has  described  as  "manicuring  each  other's 
theology." 

We  Christian  people  have  spent  enough  time  and  strength  dis- 
cussing our  differences  and  criticising  the  other  man's  point  of 
view  to  have  dealt  many  a  hard  blow  at  the  gates  of  entrenched 
and  threatening  evil.  God  must  sometimes  be  very  weary  of 
our  theoretical  orthodoxies  and  our  practical  heresies. 

Then  there  is  the  pressure  of  our  over- crowded  cities,  the 
moving  out  of  our  Christian  forces  and  the  incoming  of  a  popu- 
lation from  the  old  world  of  a  different  type  of  character,  thus 
greatly  weakening  the  churches  of  our  planting,  that  compels 
co-operation  if  we  are  to  even  hold  our  ground. 

The  voices  that  come  to  us  from  the  mission  field  reporting 
the  getting  together  of  denominational  forces,  the  forgetting  of 
the  differences  of  the  home  land  in  their  zeal  for  the  kingdom 
and  the  blessed  fruitage  of  the  forgetting,  ought  to  put  us  to 
shame  who  stand  by  our  denominational  fences  rather  than  mass 
our  forces  for  even  holding  the  ground,  to  say  nothing  of  an 
advance  against  our  common  foe. 

Definition  of  the  Ideal 

Under  the  stress  of  these  inner  and  outer  conditions,  there 
have  been  at  least  three  attempts  to  define  an  ideal  of  Christian 
unity. 

The  first  is  the  creation  of  a  new  Christian  organization, 
which  should  select  that  which  is  best  in  all  the  denominations 
and  gather  the  Christian  people  into  this  ample  fellowship. 
That  would  seem  to  be  the  easiest  solution  of  the  problem — and 
it  is,  academically.    Practically,  however,  it  is  the  most  futile 
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and  hopeless  of  all  efforts  at  church  union  or  co-operation. 
We  need  spend  no  time  in  discussing  it.  It  is  and  must  remain 
a  paper  scheme.  There  are  too  many  temperaments,  traditions 
tastes;  and  the  Christian  life  is  too  vast  and  complex  to  permit 
the  least  hope  of  success  in  such  an  enterprise. 

The  second  ideal  is  to  find  one  of  the  present  existing  religious 
bodies  which  seems  to  be  most  representative  in  its  institutions 
and  most  catholic  in  its  reach,  and  make  this  the  center  about 
which,  and  circle  within  which  the  new  group  shall  be  gathered. 

This  ideal  lies  behind  all  the  proposals  looking  toward  benev- 
olent assimilation  which  have  been  made.  This  is  the  warrant 
for  putting  forward  of  quadrilaterals  and  other  polygons  as  a 
basis  of  church  unity. 

That  there  may  sometime  be  found  the  broad  basis  for  church 
unity  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  case  is  perhaps  within 
reach  of  our  imagination.  Practically  there  is  little  hope  of  it. 
The  extensive  capacity  of  the  old  order  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
stress  of  the  new  wine;  besides,  the  wine  will  not  let  itself  be 
bottled  anyhow. 

So  there  remains  the  great  ideal  of  Christian  Co-operation  and 
Church  Federation,  which  does  not  look  toward  the  surrender  of 
the  denominations  but  to  their  assembly  around  new  centers  of 
service.  Baptists  are  not  asked  to  cease  to  be  Baptists,  but  to 
become  Baptists.  They  will  perfect  their  own  unity  in  the  Bap- 
tist church  of  America  made  up  of  Baptist  churches;  but  they 
will  unite  for  purposes  of  service  in  the  Federation  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ. 

Three  Functions  of  the  Christian  Church 

Perhaps  I  can  make  the  matter  clearer  by  turning  attention  to 
certain  functions  of  the  Christian  church  which  are  clearly  dis- 
tinct.   Let  me  name  three. 

1.  Legislation.  The  Christian  church  has  maintained  this 
through  many  agencies.  The  body  of  the  congregation  as  a 
pure  democracy,  the  congregational  session  or  vestry  as  a  repre- 
sentative democracy,  the  presbytery,  council,  conference — these 
are  but  a  few  of  the  practical  devices  of  the  church  to  compass 
legislation.    Now  Christian  Co-operation  does  not  involve  this 
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function  at  all.  The  moment  a  Federal  Council  or  any  other 
body  begins  to  legislate,  it  is  not  doing  its  proper  business.  It 
has  no  right  to  legislate.  It  may  advise  but  it  can  pass  no  bind- 
ing act;  it  dare  enact  no  law. 

2.  The  second  function  is  judicial.  There  must  be  admin- 
istration of  discipline,  and  competent  courts  for  this.  So  the 
Christian  people  have  devised  various  schemes:  The  local  con- 
gregation as  a  pure  democracy  ("if  anyone  will  not  hear  the 
church,  let  him"),  the  session,  the  General  Council. 

Christian  Co-operation,  however,  does  not  touch  this  func- 
tion. A  church  Federation  has  no  right  to  pass  any  judgments 
whatsoever.  The  moment  it  attempts  to  impose  a  creed  upon 
us  or  try  us  for  heresy,  that  moment  it  is  anathema.  We  will 
none  of  it. 

3.  Finally,  comes  the  function  of  administration.  This  is  prac- 
tical. Here  the  church  does  business.  Now  we  see  the  church 
engaged  in  her  great  enterprises.    She  is  at  work. 

Here  comes  the  ideal  of  a  Church  Federation.  It  is  an  ad- 
ministrative agency,  uniting  Christian  churches,  to  do  more  effi- 
ciently that  work  in  a  denned  field  which  cannot  be  so  well  done 
by  these  churches  working  separately.  It  is  an  administrative 
agency,  and  not  legislative  or  judicial.  It  does  not. cripple  or 
retire  any  church  or  denomination,  but  rather  employs  each  of 
these  and  makes  it  effective. 

To  illustrate:  Here  is  a  town  of  a  1000  or  1500  population 
with  four  or  five  churches.  Each  can  do  something,  but  when 
all  have  done  their  best  some  forces  have  been  wasted,  some  op- 
portunities overlooked;  there  is  much  that  is  undone,  strong- 
holds of  iniquity,  untouched  by  reason  of  the  weakness  of  each 
church  working  separately.  The*  Federation  now  comes  in  and 
says:  "Mass  your  forces.  If  you  can  support  all  your  pastors, 
let  each  work  with  reference  to  the  other,  each  help  the  other  in 
a  campaign  of  work  for  the  community;  let  there  be  a  co-opera- 
tive activity  for  the  building  of  the  Kingdom.  If  you  can't 
support  all  your  pastors,  let  two  or  more  churches,  each  retain- 
ing its  organization  for  the  present,  unite  in  the  support  of  one 
pastor  to  lead  in  work  and  worship,  thus  saving  the  time  and 
strength  of  one  or  more  pastors  to  work  elsewhere." 

This  can  be  done,  has  been  done,  with  blessed  results,  and  so  a 
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demonstration  made  to  the  community  of  a  unity  of  heart  and 
purpose  that  has  mighty  convincing  power. 

Steps  Ahead 

First:  Everlasting  work  to  create  the  atmosphere  or  the  sen- 
timent which  at  last  will  bring  about  unity.  This  seems  like 
a  most  indefinite  program;  but  in  the  end  it  brings  the  results, 
through  the  slow,  silent,  patient  working  out  of  the  ideal  in  re- 
sponse to  public  sentiment.  The  atmosphere  is  in  the  making, 
sentiment  is  growing,  and  the  ideal  is  forming  and  spreading, 
and  finding  expression  as  never  before,  since  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost, when  the  disciples  were  together  of  one  accord. 

Second:  Cultivation  of  mutual  knowledge.  We  know  too 
little  of  one  another — or  too  much  of  each  others  weaknesses 
and  too  little  of  each  others  strength.  We  need  a  more  adequate 
or  better  balanced  knowledge  of  one  another. 

Third:  Willingness  to  exchange  and  sometimes  to  yield  work 
which  the  combined  judgment  of  the  Council  says  can  be  done 
better  by  others. 

Fourth:  Far  vision,  great  faith,  tireless  patience,  and  a  per- 
sistent pushing  on,  no  matter  what  the  obstacles,  to  the  mark 
of  the  prize  of  the  high  calling,  to  oneness  in  Christ  Jesus. 


Maps  and  Charts 


Illustrative  of  Moral  and  Religious  Forces 

By  Mr.  C.  J.  Galpin,  Baptist  University  Pastor. 
The  following  list  of  maps  and  charts  of  Wisconsin,  were  pres- 
sen  ted  Monday  afternoon  to  make  graphic  the  statistics  and  other 
facts  offered  by  the  various  committees  and  speakers,  during  the 
following  sessions.  They  were  hung  upon  the  walls  of  the  audi- 
torium, forming  an  interesting  object  of  study: 

MAPS* 

1.  Locating  every  church. 

2.  Locating  every  Sunday  School  not  attached  to  a  church  on  the 

spot. 

3.  Series  of  maps  showing  the  racial  distribution  of  the  foreign  born 

population. 

4.  Showing  the  University  of  Wisconsin  plan  of  Extension  Work. 

^CHARTS 

1.  Showing  every  home  in  one  rural  community  of  Wisconsin,  and 

marking  out  each  home  connected  with  a  church  in  the  com- 
munity. 

2.  Showing  the  total  numerical  and  financial  status  of  the  Christian 

colleges  and  academies  of  the  state. 

3.  Setting  forth  the  organization  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the 

Churches  of  Christ  in  America. 

4.  Plan  of  county  evangelism  used  in  Waukesha  county. 

5.  Showing  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  forces  in  the  state. 

6.  Showing  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  forces  in  the  state. 

7.  Showing  a  case  of  several  churches  near  together  in  the  open 

country  in  Wisconsin,  with  home  connections. 

8.  Showing  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  forces  in  the  state. 

!).    Showing  the  relative  responsibility  for  the  preventable  deaths  in 
Wisconsin. 

10.  Showing  the  qualitative  loss  to  the  community  of  one  average 

preventable  death. 

11.  Motto  chart  of  Christian  co  labor. 

12.  Showing  location  of  Associated  Charities  in  the  state. 

L3.  Setting  forth  the  points  and  areas  of  inter-section  with  the 
constructive  forces  of  a  city,  which  are  made  by  an  Associated 
Charities  society. 

1 I  L5.  Two  charts  setting  forth  the  relationship  of  the  social  groups 
in  a  socialized  and  unsocialized  community. 

16.  Showing  the  University  Pastorates. 

17.  Cumulative  fatigue  the  foe  of  vitality. 

18.  A  series  of  charts  setting  forth  the  various  lines  of  vicinity  as- 

sistance in  one  of  the  extension  centers  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin. 

*  Stereopticon  slides  of  these  maps  and  charts  may  be  purchased  of 
Dr.  J.  C.  Elsom,  Madison  Wis.,  or  rented  at  a  small  expense  of  Dr.  E. 
C.  Dixon,  Madison,  Wis. 
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MAP  NO.  1 

Illustrating  the  location  and  distribution  of  nearly  5,000  churches  in 
Wisconsin;  the  Roman  Catholic  churches  being  designated  by  a  -f. 
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MAP  NO.  2 

Illustrating  the  location  and  distribution  of  Sunday  schools  main- 
tained by  the  churches,  the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  and  other 
organizations,  on  territory  outside  of  the  church  parishes,  and  so  addi- 
tional to  the  denominational  Sunday  schools  held  in  churches. 


Church  Forces  in  Wisconsin 


Discussion  opened  by  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Hulburt 

General  Superintendent  of  Baptist  Churches,  Chairman  for  two 
years  of  the  Federation  Committee  on  Religious  Forces 
and  Conditions  of  Towns,  Villages,  and  Cities 
under  10,000,  reported  progress  as  follows: 


After  expressing  his  appreciation 
of  those  who  had  aided  in  gathering 
the  data  for  the  report,  he  said: 

In  Juh*,  1910,  circulars  were  sent 
to  1,000  communities,  seeking  infor- 
mation as  to  the  moral  and  religious 
conditions  of  the  communities.  No- 
vember 1st,  136  replies  had  been 
received.  November  9th,  another  cir- 
cular sent  to  the  committees  from 
which  no  response  had  come,  result- 
ing in  reports  from  76  additional  com- 


rev.  d.  w.  hulburt,  d.  d.  munities,  making  a  total  of  212  heard 

from.  The  speaker  expressed  regret 
at  the  necessity  of  reporting  before  the  investigation  had  been 
completed.  Printed  reports  from  14  denominations  had  been 
reviewed  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  and  partial  reports 
from  8  other  denominations. 

The  following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  information  thus  far 
obtained.  The  population  for  Wisconsin,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1910,  is  2,333,860.  According  to  the  religious  census  of 
1906,  the  total  church  membership  of  the  state  is  1,000,903,  or 
less  than  half  of  the  population.  Of  the  church  membership  in 
the  state,  according  to  the  census  of  1906,  the  Catholics  report 
505,264,  or  4,811  more  than  one-half  of  the  church  membership 
of  the  state.  The  Lutherans  report  284,286,  or  34,061  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  church  membership  of  the  state.  Catho- 
lics and  Lutherans  were  at  that  time  38,875  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  entire  church  membership  of  the  state.  Later 
statistics  give  the  Catholics  and  Lutherans  a  larger  ratio.  Ac- 
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cording  to  a  report  which  appeared  in  the  summer  of  1910, 
Catholics  and  Lutherans  are  72,491  more  than  three-fourths  of 
the  church  membership  of  the  state. 

Over-churched  Communities 

One  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  reveal  the  over- churched  com- 
munities in  Wisconsin.  In  preparing  the  report,  cards  six 
inches  square  were  provided,  representing  the  ordinary  town- 
ship, ruled  on  one  side  in  squares  to  the  scale  of  an  inch  for  a 
mile  and  on  the  other  side  to  receive  statistical  reports.  It  was 
found  that  it  takes  1,621  of  these  squares  (six  miles  square)  to 
cover  the  state  of  Wisconsin.  So  far  as  the  data  which  had 
been  gathered  shows,  of  the  number  of  squares  in  the  state,  772 
have  no  church  of  any  kind.  These  sections  certainly  are  not 
over-churched.  Of  the  remaining  849,  41  have  a  Catholic  church 
and  no  other;  30,  only  a  Presbyterian  church;  28,  only  a  Luth- 
eran; 25,  only  a  Methodist;  22,  only  a  Congregational;  11, 
only  a  Baptist;  10,  only  an  Evangelical  Association;  L,  only  a 
Disciple;  1,  only  an  Episcopalian;  so  that  169  of  these  squares 
have  only  one  church  and  are  not  over-churched.  Adding  the 
772  with  no  church  of  any  kind,  gives  us  941  squares  not  over- 
churched.  Of  the  680  squares  remaining,  3  have  two  Catholic 
churches,  5  have  only  a  Catholic  and  a  Baptist,  7  have  only  a 
Catholic  and  a  Congregational,  8  have  only  a  Catholic  and 
Evangelical  Association,  1  a  Catholic  and  German  Reform,  1  a 
Catholic  and  Free  Baptist,  23  a  Catholic  and  Lutheran,  9  a 
Catholic  and  Methodist,  10  a  Catholic  and  Presbyterian;  giving 
67  squares,  which  the  speaker  declared  that,  according  to  his 
theology,  were  not  over-churched.  Adding  these  to  the  941 
previously  designated,  gives  1,008  squares  not  over-churched, 
leaving  613  squares  to  be  considered. 

Not  having  the  population  of  the  squares,  the  study  was  pur- 
sued farther  on  the  basis  of  townships.  The  speaker  said  that, 
after  conversation  with  several  representative  men  and  his  own 
personal  investigation  and  careful  study  of  certain  communities, 
it  was  his  judgment  that  any  community  could  support  a  church 
for  every  500  of  the  population.  So  that  a  community  which 
has  no  more  churches  than  one  to  every  500  of  the  population, 


CHURCH  FORCES  IN  WISCONSIN 


39 


is  not  over-churched.  This  study  does  not  include  cities  with 
a  population  of  over  10,000.  Making  one  church  to  every  500 
of  the  population  a  general  standard,  the  state  was  reviewed  by 
counties.  By  this  standard  there  were  two  townships  in  Barron 
county  which  have  more  churches  than  one  to  500  of  the  popula- 
tion; one  township  in  Buffalo  county  has  a  church  for  every 
268  of  the  population;  one  township  in  Calumet  county  has  a 
church  for  every  345  of  the  population;  one  township  in  Clark 
county  has  one  church  for  every  274  of  the  population,  and  an- 
other township  has  one  church  for  every  315  of  the  population. 
Passing  thus  through  every  county  in  the  state,  it  was  found 
that  40  counties  out  of  the  71  in  the  state  have  no  cases  of  over- 
churched  communities,  and  that  in  the  remaining  counties  there 
were  only  46  communities  which  have  more  than  one  church  to 
every  500  of  the  population.  It  does  not  follow  necessarily  that 
there  are  46  communities  which  are  over-churched.  Whether  or 
not  any  given  community  is  over- churched  can  be  decided  only 
by  a  careful  studv  of  the  community.  The  speaker  gave  it  as 
his  conviction  that  much  sentiment  abroad  as  to  over-churched 
communities  is  without  foundation,  that  over-churched  commu- 
nities are  not  as  numerous  as  is  popularly  supposed.  There  are 
over-churched  communities,  but  the  fathers  were  not  quite  as 
foolish  in  this  respect  as  some  people  have  thought. 


Neglected  Districts 

Passing  to  the  study  of  neglected  districts,  the  speaker  cited 
Langlade  county  as  one.  The  population  reported  is  17,062. 
The  only  place  with  over  400  population,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1905,  is  Antigo.  Antigo  itself  has  three  Catholic 
churches,  also  an  Advent,  Baptist,  Christian  Science,  Congre- 
gational, Episcopal,  Evangelical  Association,  German  Evangeli- 
cal, Lutheran  and  Methodist.  Including  the  Catholic  churches, 
Antigo  has  a  church  for  every  555  of  the  population,  and  may 
be  considered  over-churched.  However  that  may  be,  statistics 
would  indicate  that  the  city  is  over-lodged;  it  reports  lodges  and 
clubs  25,  or  one  to  every  266  of  the  population.  The  popula- 
tion outside  of  Antigo  is  9,075.  There  are  22  squares  to  the 
county;  19  report  no  church.  So  far  as  the  data  gathered  shows 
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there  are  only  five  churches  in  the  county  outside  of  Antigo, 
— a  Catholic,  two  Methodists,  a  Congregational  and  a  Presby- 
terian. There  are  22  postoftices  outside  of  Antigo,  and  yet  out- 
side of  Antigo  only  one  church  for  every  1,815  of  the  popula- 
tion. Other  counties  revealing  destitution  were  cited,  such  as 
Lincoln  and  Jackson. 

Dr.  Hulburt  said  in  closing  that  the  committee  expects  to 
continue  its  investigations  with  a  view  to  a  more  complete  re- 
port next  year. 

Discussion 

Rev.  Benjamin  Thomas,  Galesville:  I  am  very  much  im- 
pressed with  the  report  that  we  have  heard.  Mr.  Hulburt  has 
given  us  a  method  by  which  that  information  can  be  gathered 
for  every  county.  I  am  willing  to  volunteer  for  my  county. 
There  ought  to  be  for  all  of  the  counties  of  this  state  such  a  de- 
tailed statement. 

Rev.  George  White,  Sharon:  I  think  the  average  for  the 
state  is  six  hundred  people  to  every  church.  In  the  state  there 
are  a  good  many  places  under- churched  and  a  good  many  places 
over-churched. 

Rev.  U.  G.  Humphrey,  State  Superintendent  of  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League,  Milwaukee:  The  records  of  the  state  show  that 
there  are  only  1,538  towns,  cities  and  villages  in  the  state.  This 
number  was  given  me  by  the  secretary  of  state.  So  I  think  that 
the  statement  as  to  four  thousand  churches  to  be  a  little  exag- 
erated. 

The  Chairman:  This  matter  as  to  over-churching  will  be 
treated  in  another  paper,  and  is  referred  to  the  resolution  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Semelroth  (presenting  a  map) :  This  is  the  psychological 
moment  to  consider  the  plan  used  by  Dr.  Hulburt.  Here  is  a 
map  of  a  township.  We  have  exhibited  this  in  various  conven- 
tions, showing  the  method  used  by  the  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion. It  provides  for  reaching  every  soul  in  this  county.  This 
gives  every  home  in  the  county, — indicates  each  of  the  school 
districts  and  homes  connected  with  the  churches.  My  appeal  is 
now  that  we  go  ahead  on  the  basis  of  what  has  been  suggested  by 
Dr.  Hulburt,  and  map  out  this  whole  state  in  this  same  manner. 
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Milwaukee  has  decided  to  have  this  house  to  house  visitation. 
This  is  simply  the  preliminary  movement. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Edmonds,  Beaver  Dam:  The  difference  of  na- 
tionalities must  be  taken  into  consideration  when  we  talk  of 
over-churched  communities.  We  have  a  large  number  of 
Italians-  "Are  we  doing  anything  for  the  Italians?''  I  wrote  to 
New  York  to  the  Italian  headquarters  to  see  if  I  could  secure  men 
to  work  in  this  field.  They  could  not  supply  a  man.  We  have 
a  little  Italian  school;  otherwise  nothing  is  being  done  for  these 
Italians.  This  condition  could  be  duplicated  in  one  hundred 
communities  in  Wisconsin. 

Churches  Over-lapping 

Discussion  opened  by  Rev.  L.  0.  Smith,  General  Synodlcal 
Missionary  of  Presbyterian  church. 

In  considering  this  sub- 
ject I  have  taken  nine 
towns  in  Southern  Wis- 
consin, in  each  of  which 
is  a  Presbyterian  church. 
The  information  gathered 
has  been  furnished  by  a 
Presbyterian  pastor  in  each 
town  and,  of  course,  is 
from  his  point  of  view. 

The  towns  selected  vary 
in  population  as  follows: 
50,  500,  600,  800,  1,600 
2,000,2,500,  and  two  towns 
of  1,000  each.  In  only  one 
of  these  places  is  any 
money  paid  by  the  Presby- 
terian Home  Mission  Com- 
Rev.  L.  C.  Smith.  mittee  for  support  of  the 

pastor. 

In  the  nine  towns  there  are  forty-two  churches,  of  which 
twenty-seven  are  Protestant,  English  speaking;  making  an  aver- 
age of  four  and  two-thirds  churches  of  all  denominations  to  each 
4— Int.  Con. 
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town,  or  three  English  speaking,  Protestant  churches  to  each. 
The  total  population  of  the  towns  is  10,050,  which  gives  an  av- 
erage of  about  240  persons  to  each  church.  On  the  basis  that 
each  church  ought  to  minister  to  Ave  hundred  people,  it  would 
seem  as  if  these  places  were  over-churched  and  that  the  work 
does  overlap. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  "Could  the  number  of  churches  be 
reduced  without  harm  to  Christian  work?"  six  replied  "Yes," 
and  one  replied  "No,77  and  two  were  doubtful. 

To  the  question   "Reasons   why   people   resist  combining 
churches  in  your  town?77  the  following  answers  were  received: 
"Simply  pride  in  the  church  they  have  so  long  upheld.77 
"They  exalt  non-essentials.77 

"Because  they  want  to  go  to  heaven  in  their  own  rigor 

auto.77 
"Denominational  pride-77 

"Because  the  church  at  large  of  the  several  denominations 

hates  to  give  up  its  footing.7' 
"Sentiment  more  than  religion.    Vainglory  rather  than  the 

glory  of  Christ.77 
"The  proposition  has  never  been  put  up  to  them.  Practic- 
ally no  opposition  exists  here.77 
"Some  feel  more  at  home  in  a  certain  church.    Some  men- 
tion the  form  of  government  as  a  reason.  Probably 
prejudice  is  the  greatest  reason.77 
In  answer  to  the  question,  "Does  the  work  overlap  in  your 
town!77  five  replied  "Yes,77  and  four  ''No.77 

The  above  testimony  is  rather  conflicting  in  many  respects. 
Probably  no  deductions  could  be  made  that  would  prove  entirely 
satisfactory.  While  the  population  of  the  towns  given  seems  to 
warrant  a  reduction  of  church  organizations,  yet  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  in  each  case  there  is  the  surrounding  country 
side  that  ought  to  be  included.  If  this  country  about  was  thor- 
oughly worked,  there  might  be  no  reason  for  combining  or 
eliminating  any  of  the  churches  now  existing. 

Considering  the  towns  alone  it  would  seem  that  there  was 
over-lapping,  and  that  fewer  churches  are  required. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  points  in  this  subject  is  the  rea- 
sons given  why  peopje  resist  the  combination  of  churches.  The 
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answers  to  this  question  show  the  real  reason  why  it  is  so  diffi- 
cult to  effect  the  combination  of  different  denominations.  In 
many  cases  the  smaller  the  church  the  more  difficult  the  com- 
bine. Reason  has  little  influence  with  many  such  people. 
Prejudice  and  sentiment  hold  them  in  their  old  relations  regard- 
less of  the  good  of  all  concerned.  Doubtless  many  combinations 
might  well  be  made  and  many  churches  eliminated,  but  how  it 
can  be  done  with  human  nature  as  it  is,  and  while  human  beings 
compose  these  churches,  is  a  problem  that  needs  much  study, 
tart  and  patience. 

Communities  Unreached 

A  discussion  on  the  failure  to  reach  the  whole  community  and 
all  communities,  with  special  reference  to  northern  Wisconsin. 

Opened  by  Rev.  Frank  M.  Sheldon,  General  Superintendent 
of  the  Wisconsin  Congregational  Association. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  Madison:  I  am  very  sorry  that  Superintendent 
Irish,  Ashland,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  of  the  state,  could  not  have  been  here  to  present 
this  subject. 

There  are  one  or  two  things  1  want  to  say  with  reference  to 
the  matter,  Brother  Smith,  the  synodical  superintendent  touched 
upon, — the  failure  of  the  workers  to  reach  the  whole  community 
to  some  extent.  He  said  there  are  two  kinds  of  communities  for 
our  purpose — one  where  there  are  plenty  of  churches — commu- 
nities a  little  over-churched,  possibly — where  the  people  of  the 
community  are  largely  reached  by  the  gospel.  There  are  also 
communities  where  you  have  the  same  situation  from  the  other 
point  of  view — twenty  to  thirty  per  cent  of  the  people  actually 
untouched  by  any  church.  What  can  we  do  with  these  commu- 
nities? Must  we  confess  that  Christianity  cannot  find  some 
point  of  contact,  some  avenue  of  approach,  to  these  people — 
this  residue  of  thirty  per  cent?  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to 
confess  it.  I  believe  that  the  difficulty  is  lack  of  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  churches.  I  was  in  a  community  recently 
where  the  church  was  served  by  a  not  very  conscientious  pastor. 
I  know  that  he  was  very  reluctant  to  go  to  see  some  families  not 
belonging  to  his  denomination.  Now,  brethren,  to  solve  that 
problem  we  have  to  do  more  than  hold  services.    I  believe  that 
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it  is  possible  to  carry  the  gospel  into  the  homes  of  these  people, 
and  very  decidedly  lessen  the  numbers  of  those  out  of  touch 
with  the  church.  Then  it  is  possible  to  lead  in  the  community 
program.  Christianity  has  interests  which  reach  out  of  the 
church  into  all  the  walks  of  life.  Many  people  will  be  inter- 
ested by  our  taking  the  broader  view  that  Christianity  stands 
for  everything  that  is  good.  Some  others  might  be  reached  if 
we  were  not  over-lapping  in  other  fields.  This  means  a  waste 
of  a  certain  amount  of  energy  and  our  forces  uselessly  exerted. 

There  may  be  a  loss  in  the  number  of  churches,  but  it  will 
make  one  church  twice  as  strong.  So  we  can  largely  eliminate 
the  over-churched  condition,  and  with  this  surplus  energy  thus 
let  loose,  reach  the  communities  not  reached  at  the  present  time. 

I  can  talk  about  communities  by  the  score  that  are  not  being 
reached.  Doubtless  the  other  workers  know  other  fields  of  that 
kind. 

I  was  very  much  amused  at  a  field  through  which  I  passed 
recently,  where  the  Congregational  and  Methodist  people  had 
been  thinking  and  talking  over  the  matter  of  getting  together. 
They  talked  it  over,  and  if  they  cannot  agree  they  say  they  will 
become  Presbyterian. 

We  must  get  together  on  this  proposition.  I  hope  tomorrow 
forenoon  we  shall  at  least  plan  getting  together  of  our  denom- 
inational leaders  to  work  on  this  problem.  Just  suppose  that 
the  leaders  in  our  denominations  can  agree  to  meet  together 
and  study  conditions,  the  time  will  soon  be  here  when  these  con- 
ditions can  be  changed. 

Rev.  F.  N.  Dexter,  Ashland,  Congregational  District  Mis- 
sionary for  Northern  Wisconsin:  I  call  attention  to  this  com- 
plication. In  the  northern  part  of  this  state,  and  in  other 
sparser  settled  portions,  there  are  a  great  many  communities 
that  have  no  churches  because  the  communities  are  so  short- 
lived. A  little  town  springs  up  suddenly,  but  the  community  is 
only  temporary.  In  such  communities  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
work  done  that  the  brethren  do  not  recognize.  There  are  Sun- 
day school  missions,  visitors,  evangelists.  In  a  good  many  of 
these  fields  it  is  not  deemed  wise  to  organize  a  church.  We  or- 
ganize for  six  months  in  the  year,  and  once  in  awhile  we  have  a 
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little  preaching  service.  But  there  are  few  permanent  charges. 
There  are  too  few  men  to  do  the  work  that  is  warranted.  In  many 
cases  they  are  communities  of  foreigners.  Sometimes  the  work 
with  them  takes  an  educational  turn— the  organization  of  a 
little  school  for  the  teaching  of  English.  We  must  recognize 
that  the  northern  half  of  Wisconsin  is  in  a  state  that  is  tem- 
porary. 

Mr.  Miner,  of  Madison,  Secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation 
of  Churches:  A  failure  to  reach  the  whole  community,  how  can  it 
be  remedied?  Here  is  a  community,  say  of  one  thousand  peo- 
ple. There  are  three  pastors  in  that  community.  Now  suppose 
these  three  pastors  that  are  in  that  community  get  together  and 
plan  the  work  of  that  community,  know  just  exactly  every 
family  in  that  community,  and  the  actual  spiritual  and  religious 
condition  of  each  member  of  each  family.  That  is  possible.  I 
have  seen  it  done.  Let  that  community  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration by  the  three  pastors  working  together.  Let  them  study 
it,  and  ask  each  other,  How  can  we  reach  Mr.  A.,  and  Mr.  B., 
and  Mr.  C,  in  our  community?  How  can  this  be  done!  Why 
just  exactly  as  our  political  leaders  do  it.  They  systematize  their 
work.  They  go  out  and  meet  the  men,  show  their  interest  in  them, 
and  enlist  them  in  their  cause.  Now  brethren,  if  the  souls  of 
men  in  your  community  are  not  worth  some  such  special  effort  for 
their  saving,  then  you  had  better  leave  the  field.  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  are  many  communities  in  which  there  are  pastors 
who  know  nothing  about  what  the  other  churches  of  their  com- 
munity are  doing.  I  know  that  to  be  true.  Now  suppose  that 
the  pastors  of  a  given  community  get  together  as  the  University 
pastors  do.  They  get  together  and  plan  and  pray  together  as  to 
how  best  to  reach  the  students  in  this  university.  Now  suppose 
pastors  should  do  the  same  thing  in  the  various  communities  in 
which  they  are  located.  I  tell  you  brethren,  when  you  take 
hold  of  this  matter  with  the  purpose  of  doing  it  for  Christ  and 
His  Kingdom  you  will  do  it.  If  this  conference  shall  be  the 
means  of  sending  you  home  and  getting  you  together  as  pastors 
of  the  different  churches,  the  labor  and  expense  of  calling  this 
conference  shall  have  been  well  repaid. 

Mr.  Hanniford,  of  Lancaster:  One  thing  comes  to  my  mind 
with  regard  to  this  question  of  the  over-lapping  of  churches. 
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We  need  to  consider  not  merely  how  we  look  at  the  matter,  but 
how  do  the  "unchurched"  look  at  the  matter?  If  we  are  going 
to  do  anything  for  these  men  we  have  to  meet  them  on  the  basis 
of  how  they  look  on  the  whole  proposition.  Every  pastor  in  my 
community  is  preaching  at  outside  situations.  There  is  this  ques- 
tion in  the  minds  of  all  of  them.  Could  we  bring  these  two  or 
three  churches  into  one  large  organization?  If  we  had  one  large 
church  would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have  assistant  pastors,  organ- 
ize the  work,  and  thus  make  a  different  impression  on  the  com- 
munity. Would  it  not  be  possible  to  get  out  and  take  hold  of 
this  work  in  a  much  more  efficient  way?  I  believe  that  we  are 
going  to  solve  some  of  these  problems  by  church  federation. 
While  we  are  wasting  time  and  energy,  whole  churches  are  being 
starved  to  death.  Religion  is  being  starved  out  of  them.  In 
one  sense,  they  are  being  hardened.  We  are  giving  them 
churchianity  and  not  Christianity. 

A  Discussion  on  the  Lack  of  Financial  Economy  in 
Present  Church  Methods 

Opened  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Galpin,  of  Madison,  Baptist  University 
Pastor. 

I  would  like  to  bring  to  you  a  concept,  possibly  give  some  of 
the  factors,  which  includes  financial  econom3r  between  churches. 
I  come  to  you,  not  with  any  ideal  nor  with  any  program,  but  I 
come  to  you  as  an  observer  fronTthe  outside,  as  an  interpreter 
of  what  I  have  seen. 

Am  I  not  right  when  I  say  that  this  interest  in  church  federa- 
tion is  but  a  part  of  a  larger  movement  that  is  going  on  through- 
out the  world  in  all  of  the  organizational  life  of  civilization? 
We  have  our  world  federation  ideas.  We  have  our  national  fed- 
eration ideas,  we  have  our  commercial  federation  ideas  and  meth- 
ods. They  are  all  standing  before  a  blank  wall  when  they  hope 
to  solve  the  problem  of  federation  from  the  old  point  of  view, 
that  of  blind  competition.  I  am  speaking  your  own  mind  when 
I  say  that  in  these  methods  of  blind  competition  we  come  up 
against  a  stone  wall  of  progress.  Every  bit  of  advance  that  we 
make  here  today  is  being  made  only  as  we  contrive  to  understand 
the  actual  forces  that  are  at  tvork.    That  is  the  reason  for  the 
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enthusiasm  with  which  you  received  Dr.  Hulburt's  report.  We 
are  having  an  understanding  in  interchurch  economics.  We  are 
having  religious  economics.  Take  that  community  on  the  wall 
there.  The  great  things  are  the  homes  of  the  people.  Jesus 
was  saturated  with  the  needs  of  a  man  and  he  forgot  everything 
but  that  man.  He  forgot  Sunday  observance.  You  are  making 
progress  in  measure  as  you  become  saturated  with  the  facts  in 
the  places  where  you  work.  Religious  economics  and  church 
economics  I  propose  is  what  you  are  doing  as  you  make  any 
progress.  The  minister  not  only  takes  into  account  the  homes 
of  the  people  but  he  takes  into  account  the  limitations  under 
which  the  people  work.  So  we  must  study  the  economics  of  the 
building  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Roberts,  of  Oshkosh:  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  finan- 
cial economy  can  only  be  obtained  by  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
churches  in  religious  work.  I  have  seen  this  thing  done  in  Sun- 
day school  visitation  in  a  city  like  Oshkosh.  The  plan  is  so 
systematized  that  only  one  visitor  goes  to  one  house.  That  is 
the  most  economical  plan.  There  are  in  the  postoffice  down  there 
fifteen  men,  perhaps,  who  visit  each  house  twice  a  day.  And 
they  can  do  it  because  the  work  is  systematized. 

Mr.  Mclnnis,  of  Edgerton:  The  question  of  federation 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  purely  local  affair.  It  is  simply  a  situation 
of  this  kind.  Here  is  a  church  that  has  a  good  membership.  If 
you  become  dissatisfied  you  simply  organize  another  church.  I 
have  in  mind  a  town  having  a  Congregational  church.  The 
Methodists  got  together  and  organized  a  Methodist  church.  Now 
they  are  existing  and  they  pay  their  pastor's  salary  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars.  Did  they  improve  the  conditions  by  organizing  a 
different  church?  In  another  town  there  was  a  strong  Metho- 
dist church,  some  of  the  members  of  which  became  dissatisfied 
and  organized  another  church.  Part  of  the  time  they  were  en- 
tirely without  a  pastor.  Some  brother  has  suggested,  would  it 
not  be  better  to  have  one  strong  church  with  one  pastor  and  an 
assistant  pastor.  These  are  practical  questions.  I  think  the 
questions  here  come  very  near  being  ideal.  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  have  two  independent  pastors.  I  believe  these  two 
churches  are  doing  better  work  than  all  could  do. 

Another  thing;  As  to  new  churches  in  an  already  sufficiently 
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churched  community  can  this  body  say  that  such  churches  will 
not  be  recognized  by  the  parent  body?  Will  the  Methodists  re- 
frain from  recognizing  such?    Will  the  Congregationalists? 

The  Chairman:  The  chair  refers  this  important  matter  to  the 
Resolutions  Committee. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Thomas,  of  Galesville:  I  was  once  a  school 
teacher  in  one  of  the  high  schools  of  this  state.  This  community 
was  predominantly  Catholic.  There  was  one  Protestant  church 
in  that  community  and  I  worked  there  with  the  people.  In  this 
community  it  would  have  been  a  great  blessing  if  there  had  been 
another  Protestant  church.  The  Protestant  church  in  that  com- 
munity was  not  doing  one-fourth  of  the  work  it  could  have  done. 
The  preachers  who  went  there  were  most  of  them  of  the  weaker 
kind.  Whereas  if  there  had  been  a  competing  church  a  stronger 
man  would  have  been  sent  there.  There  are  a  great  many  such 
communities  in  this  state. 

Mr.  Schoenfeld,  of  Dodgeville:  As  far  as  economy  in  church 
matters  is  concerned,  I  think  there  are  those  in  every  community 
who  are  willing  to  help  the  church,  and  many  more  would  help 
the  church  if  they  had  confidence  in  the  minister. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Wyocena:  It  may  be  that  I  have  misunder- 
stood the  purposes  of  this  movement.  Church  federation  is 
necessary  in  some  of  the  smaller  towns  of  this  state.  I  have 
seen  a  number  of  these.  Where  there  are  two  or  three  small 
and  puny  churches  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  have  but  one, 
and  that  a  strong  church. 

Because  of  this  weakness  there  are  people  who  are  antagonis= 
tic  to  the  church.  Some  business  men  asked  me,  "What  is  this 
movement  for  the  federation  of  churches?"  I  told  them  what 
it  was  for,  as  I  then  understood  it.  They  told  me  that  they 
hoped  we  would  do  something.  That  has  been  my  experience. 
Business  men  who  are  outside  of  our  ecclesiastical  center  might 
be  the  first  to  be  interested  if  the  people  would  join  and  work 
together. 


List  of  Church  Forces  in  Wisconsin 


As  reported  in  the  United  States  Census  of  1906. 


Denominations. 

No. 
of 

No. 

Organized 

Mem- 
bership. 

Divisions. 

Churches. 

Advents  

3 

123 

3,866 

Armenian.   

0 

3 

154 

0 

3 

167 

Baptist 

4 

250 

21,  716 

Brethren  Plymouth  

0 

11 

153 

Catholic  Apostolic 

0 

1 

40 

Catholic  New  Apostolic 

0 

1 

40 

Christad  el  phians 

0 

2 

35 

Christian  Catholic  in  Zion  

0 

3 

90 

0 

21 

470 

Church  of  Christ  Scientist 

o 

29 

1,  704 

Church  of  New  Jerusalem 

o 

1 

11 

Congregational 

o 

257 

26, 163 

Disciples  of  Christ 

2 

25 

1,  715 

Dunkards  

3 

11 

339 

Eastern  Orthodox 

2 

10 

1,156 

Evangelical  Association   ... 

2 

227  • 

13, 450 

Evangelistic  Associations 

3 

5 

418 

Friends 

0 

3 

111 

General  Evangelistic  Synod  ^orth  America 

0 

99 

19, 861 

Independents 

0 

17 

1,387 

Jewish  Congregations  

0 

30 

*1, 199 

Latter  Day  Saints 

2 

17 

1,184 

Lutheran 

18 

1,383 

284, 286 

]\lethodist. 

6 

933 

57,473 

0 

20 

2,  713 

0 

162 

16,527 

Polish  National  Church  of  America  

0 

1 

100 

4 

240 

21,243 

Reformed  Bodies  

3 

85 

11, 459 

lioman  Catholic  

0 

796 

505, 264 

0 

14 

390 

0 

19 

784 

Swedish  Evangelical  

2 

21 

772 

Unitarian  

0 

9 

919 

2 

54 

2,180 

0 

15 

1,342 

Volunteers  of  America  

0 

2 

38 

*  Heads  of  families  only. 

The  above  table  gives  a  list  of  thirty-eight  denominational 
bodies  with  fifty-six  divisions,  4,902  church  organizations,  and 
a  membership  of  1,000,903  in  our  state. 

Out  of  a  population  of  2,260,920,  1,000,903  are  reported  as 
members  of  4,902  churches,  there  being  one  organization  to  461 
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of  the  population,  and  one  place  of  worship  to  233  church  mem- 
bers. 

Of  the  1,000,903  church  members,  505,  264  are  reported  as 
connected  with  796  Roman  Catholic  organizations,  or  an  average 
of  635  to  each  church  organization. 

Of  the  495,639  Protestant  membership  connected  with  4,106 
organizations,  being  an  average  of  120  to  each,  284,286  are  con- 
nected with  1,383  Lutheran  organizations,  or  an  average  of  206 
members  to  each  church. 

Of  the  other  Protestant  bodies,  eight  have  a  membership  of 
189,883,  or  an  average  of  84  members  to  each  church,  while  the 
balance  of  Protestant  membership,  21,470,  are  connected  with 
twenty-eight  denominational  bodies,  have  an  average  of  45  mem- 
bers to  each  church  organization. 


PRINCIPLES  OF  INTER-CHURCH 
CO-LABOR 

Chart  No.  1 

WORKING  TOGETHER  WITH  GOD 

THE  GOLDEN  RULE  FOR  INTER -CHURCH 
RELATIONS 

UNITY  IN  DIVERSITY 

DIVERSITY  IN  UNITY 

ECONOMY  IN  COMMUNITY  FORCES 

TOTAL  DIVIDENDS:    NO  SPOILS 

UNITED  FRONT  ON  LOCAL  FIELD 


Reform  and  Betterment  Movements  in 

Wisconsin 


A  Comprehensive  Statement  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Lighty, 
Secretary  of  the  Extension  Division  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin 

The  following  is  an  outline: 

Organizations.  —  Name,  date,  origin,  form  (incorporated  or  not), 
character  (local,  state  or  national),  and  distinct  purpose. 

Branches. — Number,  strength,  location  and  field  occupied. 

How  Supported. — By  membership,  pledged  subscriptions,  special 
appeal,  special  finance  committees  or  financial  secretary. 

Other  Character)' stirs. — As  annual  budget,  value  of  property, 
membership  number  (active  or  otherwise),  paid  workers, 
number  and  kind  of  service,  unpaid  workers,  publications, 
results,  co-operation  with  other  movements,  plans,  officers, 
etc. 

Grouping  of  Wisconsin  Movements 

Religious  with  Social  Aim. — Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C.  A., 
Sunday  Rest  Day  Association. 

temperance.— W.  C.  T.  U.,  I.  O.  of  G.  T.,  Anti-Saloon  League. 

Ethical.  —  Wisconsin  Moral  Educational  Leagne,  American  Soci- 
ety of  Sanitary  and  Moral  Prophylaxis.  - 

Civic. —  League  of  Wisconsin  Municipalities,  Civic  Clubs,  Na- 
tional Municipal  League  Committee. 

Reform. — Branch  of  the  American  Institute  of  Criminal  Law 
and  Criminology,  Child  Labor  Committee,  Consumers' 
League,  Association  for  Labor  Legislation,  Committee  for 
the  Promotion  of  Industrial  Education,  Equal  Suffrage 
League,  The  Drama  League  of  America,  Branch  of  National 
Red  Cross,  Humane  Society,  Visiting  Nurses'  Association, 
Associated  Charities,  Social  Settlement  Movement  and 
Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs. 

Juvenile. — Children's  Home  Society,  Big  Brother  and  Sister 
Movements,  The  Boy  Scout  and  Playground  Movements. 

Health. — Anti-Tuberculosis  Association. 
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The  above  classification  does  not  include  Institutions,  Relig- 
ious Movements  as  such,  Learned  and  Professional  Societies, 
Political  Parties,  The  Association  of  Labor  and  Capital,  the 
Fraternal  Orders  and  similar  associations.  The  list  does  not 
claim  to  be  complete,  and  I  cannot  insist  that  it  is  even  an  accu- 
rate presentation  of  facts. 

In  regard  to  the  above  organizations  Prof.  Lighty  said,  in 
part  as  follows :  "The  expression  of  social  life  in  the  pres- 
ent era  is  shown  by  the  multiplicity  of  societies.  How  inade- 
quately these  are  correlated  is  evident.  To  create  conditions 
where  some  are  no  longer  needed  is  better  than  mere  activity 
for  self-preservation.  The  test  of  efficiency  is  constructive 
achievement."  Of  the  innumerable  societies  in  our  state  for 
moral  betterment,  he  called  attention  to  the  National  Municipal 
League,  that  has  a  Wisconsin  committee  to  act  with  it,  also  to 
civic  clubs  organized  in  a  number  of  our  cities  under  various 
names.  Milwaukee  has  forty  clubs,  of  a  neighborhood  sort, 
holding  weekly  or  bi-weekly  meetings.  Many  business  clubs 
are  of  a  semi-civic  character.  Nearly  100  cities  and  villages  are 
reported  as  having  such  civic  organizations.  The  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
was  organized  20  years  ago  and  has  in  this  state  five  vigorous 
organizations,  the  one  in  this  city  soon  to  enter  upon  a  canvass 
to  raise  $50,000  for  its  use.  The  W.  C.  T.  U.  is  a  power  in  our 
state  for  the  protection  of  the  home  and  the  elevation  of  woman- 
hood. The  fraternal  order  of  Good  Templars  has  existed  a  half 
century  for  the  training  of  the  young  to  withstand  temptation, 
and  the  moral  uplift  of  its  members,  now  reported  to  be  3,000 
in  Wisconsin. 

Of  the  more  recent  organizations  is  the  Anti-Saloon  League, 
a  federation  of  churches  for  the  suppression  of  the  saloon.  It 
was  organized  in  1898.  Nine  persons  are  conducting  the  lead- 
ership of  an  aggressive  campaign  for  "dry"  territon-,  expend- 
ing about  $20,000  annually  in  its  work. 

For  direct  moral  instruction  with  the  aim  of  forming  habits 
of  thoughtfulness  and  discrimination  the  Wisconsin  Moral 
Instruction  League  was  very  recently  formed,  composed  of 
teachers  and  superintendents,  who  are  working  in  a  practical 
way  to  give  instruction.  Our  high  school  already  has  a  course 
in  each  of  the  four  years,  a  majority  of  the  pupils  having  elected 
these  courses. 
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Mr.  Lighty  enumerated  the  following  as  being  among  the 
general  reform  movements  existing  in  our  state:  American  In- 
stitute of  Criminal  Law,  National  Consumers'  League,  Drama 
leagues  of  America,  Red  Cross  Society,  Wisconsin  Humane  Soci- 
ety, Visiting  Nurses'  Association,  Associated  Charities,  Big 
Brother  and  Big  Sister  Movement,  National  Child  Labor  Com- 
mittee, College  Equal  Suffrage  League,  and  Wisconsin  Anti-Tu- 
berculosis Association.  Many  interesting  facts  relating  to  the 
purposes  and  work  of  these  associations,  together  with  the 
breadth  of  social  outlook,  gave  great  value  to  Mr.  Lighty' s  paper. 

Relation  of  the  Church  to  the  Reform  and  Betterment 

Organizations 

Discussion  opened  by  Prof.  E.  A.  Ross,  Department  of  Soci- 
ology of  University  of  Wisconsin. 

He  spoke  of  the  church  as  an  organization  upon  a  different 
plane  from  the  social  betterment  societies.  It  has  to  do  with  the 
nature  and  destiny  of  man,  his  relations  to  his  God,  as  also  to 
his  fellowmen.  The  church  is  a  producer  of  motive,  a  power- 
house furnishing  the  motive  and  spirit  for  genuine  altruistic 
work.  That  the  church  should  confine  its  efforts  to  the  assump- 
tion of  devotional  attitudes  as  its  main  work,  is  a  mistake.  A 
continuous  round  of  hours  for  meditation  and  religious  experi- 
ences, results  in  an  ingrowing  Christianity.  Neither  this  nor 
more  activities  for  social  betterment  are  the  best  attitudes  for 
the  church  to  take.  Rather  a  proper  union  of  private  devotions 
and  worship,  private  and  public,  on  the  one  hand,  and  social 
service  for  the  bettement  of  humanity  on  the  other,  is  by  far  the 
most  healthful  and  ministers  to  a  greatly  increased  power  on  the 
part  of  the  church  for  the  achievement  of  its  mission. 

Rev.  John  Faville,  Applteon:  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  helps  to  clear  away  a  little  if  in  such  a  meeting  as 
this  we  recognize  some  of  the  things  the  professor  has  given  us. 
The  federation  is  not  so  much  for  the  better  attitude  simply,  but 
as  I  have  been  hoping  that  we  would  see  that  in  getting  the 
churches  united  in  the  smaller  towns,  we  are  not  simply  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League  or  the  Anti-Tuber- 
culosis Association,  but  first  of  all  that  we  may  better  lead  the 
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church  aright.  The  greatest  thing  we  can  now  do  is  to  combine 
the  small  churches  into  one  in  small  towns,  and  use  the  energy 
saved  in  doing  something  for  the  child.  There  is  no  better  way 
to  advance  the  service  of  the  church  than  to  put  more  and  more 
effort  in  the  training  of  the  child  in  the  Sunday  school.  We  can 
do  nothing  better  than  uniting  churches  for  the  general  welfare 
of  the  children. 

Secretary  Semelroth:  The  National  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion puts  out  the  one  religious  educational  method  that  is  receiv- 
ing any  where  near  universal  adoption.  Its  auxiliary  in  this  state 
should  be  included  in  that  list  of  social  betterment  organiza- 
tions, and  with  these  the  county  auxiliaries  and  district  auxili- 
aries. All  these  are  for  social  betterment  certainly.  And  that 
would  make  emphatic  what  Dr.  Faville  has  just  said. 

Prof.  Lighty:  I  beg  to  say  that  the  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion was  not  overlooked  iu  this  paper.  My  paper  was  restricted  to 
those  organizations  that  have  a  distinctly  social  and  not  so  much 
a  religious  aim. 

Chairman  referred  the  matter  to  Resolutions  Committee. 


WISCONSIN  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS 


Chart  No.  2 

Young  Men's* 

Located  as  follows:  Ashland,  Baraboo,  Beloit,  Clinton,  Eau 
Claire,  Evausville,  Fond  du  Lac,  Green  Bay,  Janesville,  Kau- 
kanna,  Kenosha,  La  Crosse,  Lake  Geneva,  Milwaukee,  Monroe, 
Oshkosh,  Portage,  Racine,  Superior,  Waukesha,  Waupaca,  and 
Wausau.    Total,  22,  city,  town,  and  railroad  associations. 

Total  membership,  5,7G3:  value  of  property,  $1,091,316;  ex- 
pense, $109,768;  number  of  officers  employed,  40;  average  daily 
attendance,  2,996;  attendance  at  socials  and  receptions,  12,875; 
number  of  different  persons  using  gymnasium,  3,068;  total  at- 
tendance at  religious  meetings,  28,926;  Bible  class  enrollment, 
931. 


Young  Women's 

Located  at  Beaver  Dam,  La  Crosse,  Madison,  Milwaukee  and 
Racine.    Total,  five  city  associations. 

Total  memberchip,  2,946.  Average  weekly  attendance  at  re- 
ligious meetings,  42.  Bible  class  enrollment  (three  associations) , 
73.  Number  of  socials  held,  84.  Total  attendance,  6,337;  daily 
attendance  at  three  lunch  rooms,  597. 


*  Compiled  from  Conference  exhibit. 
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FOE  OF  VITALITY 

CUMULATIVE  FATIGUE 


Chart  No.  3 


PRIME 

CAUSES 


LONG  WORKING  DAY 
NO  REGULAR  REST  DAY 


"FATIGUE  PUTS  THE  WORKMAN  IN 
AN  ABNORMAL  FRAME  OF  MIND.  HE 
SEEKS  TO  DEADEN  HIS  FATIGUE  BY 
ALCOHOL,  TOBACCO,  EXCITING  AMUSE- 
MENTS AND  EXCESSES  OF  VARIOUS 
KINDS.  THE  MOMENTARY  RELIEF 
BRINGS  INCREASING  SUSCEPTIBILITY  TO 
FATIGUE." 

PROF.  FISHER'S  REPORT 
ON  NATIONAL  VITALITY 


Seven  Day  Employing  Agencies  in  Wisconsin 

3,000  employees  of  Milwaukee  Light  &  Traction  Co,,  and  thou- 
sands of  other  like  companies  have  no  rest  day. 

2,800  in  drug  stores  work  seven  days  a  week. 

4,000  and  over  in  photo  galleries  and  stores  are  seven  day 
workers . 

8,000  saloonkeepers  have  no  Sunday. 
800  employees  in  four  sugar  beet  factories  are  seven  day  work- 
ers, 12  hours  each  day. 

3,000  employees  in  paper  mills  average  12  hours  a  day  for  six 
days,  and  two-thirds  seven  hours  more  each  Sunday. 
All  in  pulp  mills  work  24  hours  each  alternate  Sunday. 

All  employees  in  blast  furnaces  work  12  hours  each  day  of  the 
week.  Most  employees  in  water  works,  gas  and  electric 
light  works,  police  and  firemen  service  are  Sunday 
workers. 

Ought  not  this  Foe  to  Vitality  and  Good  Morals  be  eliminated 
from  our  Industrial  and  Commercial  System*! 
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WISCONSIN  REST  DAY  ASSOCIATION 

Chart  No.  4. 


ONE  REST  DAY  IN  SEVEN  FOR  ALL 

Organized  in  1893,  Rev.  J.  B.  Davison,  Secretary 
Its  Work 

Awakening  Public  Sentiment  by  circulating  a  million 
and  a  half  Lord's  Day  papers,  thousands  in  German 
and  Scandinavian:  by  2.500  public  addresses,  and 
by  many  personal  interviews  with  leading  citizens. 

Federating  Moral  Forces  to  aid  clerks,  bakers,  barbers, 
railway  employees,  postoffice  clerks, and  other  seven 
day  workers  to  secure  a  rest  day. 

Securing  Better  Laws  and  Law  Enforcement:  As  for- 
bidding indecent  posters  and  circulating  pernicious 
books  and  pictures;  preventing  gambling  and  Sun- 
day sports,  also  Sunday  transportation  of  State  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  inducing  railway  lines  to  aban- 
don Sunday  excursions. 

Preventing  Repeal  of  Wholesome  Sunday  Laws;  in  1896 
exposing  secret  plans  to  repeal  all  Sunday  laws 
and  awakening  Protestants,  Catholics,  labor  unions, 
to  protest;  also  in  1909  saving  the  Sunday  sport  and 
National  Guard  laws. 

Helping  in  National  Work:  As  Sunday  closing  of  expo- 
sitions, organizing  an  International  Sunday  Rest 
Association  and  World's  Sunday  Rest  Congress,  se- 
curing a  three  million  citizens'  petition  to  Congress 
for  giving  one  rest  day  in  seven  to  government  em- 
ployees, and  prohibiting  Sunday  ball  games  in  army 
and  navy,  etc. 


5— Int.  Con. 
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WOMAN'S  CHRISTIAN  TEMPERANCE 
UNION 

Chart  No.  5. 


Lines  of  Work— 1st.  Organization.  2d.  Preventive.  3d.  Edu- 
cational. 4th.  Evangelistic.  5th.  Social,  and  6th.  Legal — em- 
bracing forty-five  departments,  each  under  a  national  superin 
tendent,  covering  various  reforms  in  behalf  of  women.  Last 
year  in  forty-one  states  it  made  a  net  gain  of  over  20,000.  In 
this  state  it  has  a  membership  of  4,700  in  about  240  unions.  No 
National  body  is  more  throughly  organized  and  efficiently 
worked  than  our  National  W.  C.  T.  U.,  of  which  our  Wisconsin 
Union  is  a  worthy  member.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Lawson,  1101  North 
Ave.,  Milwaukee,  is  president. 
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WISCONSIN  ANTI-SALOON  LEAGUE 

Is  the  Federated  Church  in  Action  Against  the  Saloon? 
Its  Agents  are  of,  and  Loyal  to  the  Church 


MAPS  NO.  3 

Showing  location  and  distribution  of  saloons  in  Wisconsin.  Note,  in 
some  places  the  dots  representing  saloons  run  together,  making  it  solidly 
black. 

The  Internal  Revenue  Report  for  1910,  shows  12,906  liquor  dealers  in 
Wisconsin,  including  all  who  pay  the  United  States  tax.  There  are  ap- 
proximately 8,500  saloonkeepers  in  the  state,  or  one  to  193  of  population. 

In  1904  less  than  300  "dry''  communities,  in  1910  nearly  850  in  about 
29,000  out  of  56,000  square  miles  of  "dry"  territory. 
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RELIGIOUS  FORCES  AT  EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

Chart  No.  6 


(1)   CHRISTIAN  COLLEGES    AND  ACADE- 
MIES  IN  WISCONSIN  FOUNDED  TO 
PROVIDE  CHRISTIAN  NURTURE* 


Roman  Catholic 


Institutions 


Four  Colleges  with  about  800  stu- 
students,  and  Five  Academies  with 
1,200  students,  employing  200 
teachers  at  fa  current  expense  of 
$100,000,  having  property  valued 
at  $1,500,000. 


Protestant 

Institutions 


Nine  Colleges  with  about  1,600 
students,  and  fourteen  Academies 
with  1,500  students,  employing  246 
teachers  at  a  current  expense  of 
$400,000;  having  property  valued 
at  $6,500,000. 


Total  Institutions,  21;  students,  5,000: 

teachers,  450;  value  of  property, 
$8,000,000;  current'expenses,$500,- 
000.  Valuation  includes  endow- 
ment. Current  expense  is  based 
on  5  per  cent,  of  valuation  and  re- 
ceipts from  students  and  gifts  of 
friends,  and  covers  the  entire  work 

  of  the  institutions. 

*  Compiled  from  Conference  exhibit. 
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(2)   PASTORATES  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
WISCONSIN  FOUNDED  TO  PROVIDE 
CHRISTIAN  NURTURE* 

Roman  Catholic    One  Pastorate;  value  of  property, 
$50,000;  current  expense,  $4,500. 

Protestant  Five  Pastorates;  value  of  property, 

$15,000;  current  expense,  $9,500, 
making  a  total  of  six  pastorates; 
value  of  property,  $65,000,  and 
current  expense,  $14,000,  to  min- 
ister to  5,000  students.  Other 
lines  of  work  provided  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state. 

STUDENT  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS  IN 
COLLEGES  AND  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 
Young  Men's* 

Located  as  follows:  Beloit  College,  Carroll  College, 
Lawrence  College,  Milton  College,  Northland  College, 
River  Falls  Normal,  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  Way- 
laud  Academy.  Total  associations,  9;  membership,  952; 
property  reported,  $100,000;  current  expense,  $10,997. 
Young  Women's* 
Located  at  Beloit  College,  Carroll  College,  La  Crosse 
Normal,  Lawrence  College,  Menomonie  Normal,  Milton 
College,  Milwaukee-Downer  College,  Milwaukee  Normal, 
Oshkosh  Normal,  Platteville  Normal,  Ripon  College, 
River  Falls  Normal,  Stevens  Point  Normal,  Wayland 
Academy,  Whitewater  Normal,  and  University  of  Wis- 
consin. Total  associations,  16;  of  which  13  report  846 
active  members,  and  303  other  members;  total,  1,149; 
average  attendance  at  religious  meetings,  39;  average 
enrollment  in  Bible  study,  55;  average  at  missionary 
meetings,  50. 
*From  Conference  exhibit. 
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ASSOCIATED  CHARITIES  IN  WISCONSIN 


Organizations  of  Associated  Charities  are  a  success  in  the  fol- 
lowing cities :  Eau  Claire,  Janesville,  LaCrosse,  Madison,  Mil- 
waukee, Oshkosh  and  Racine. 


UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION  DIVISION 


MAP  NO.  4 

Showing  16  subdivisions  connected  with  University,  opening  to 

outside  students  four  departments  of  study. 
1st.   Correspondence  Study:    At  present  4,000  students  in  over 

twenty  occupations. 
2d.  Instruction  by  Lectures:    250  given  to  audiences,  averaging 

150  each,  past  year. 
3d.  Debating  and  Public  Discussions:    Articles  furnished  in 

aid,  60,280;  package  libraries,  213;  average  packages  in 

each,  forty. 

4th.  General  Information  and  Welfare:  Inquiries  answered, 
560.  Exhibits  with  over  70,000  visitors;  Municipal  Refer- 
ence Bureau,  etc.  Above  can  be  utilized  at  small  expense. 
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RURAL  EVANGELISM  IN  WAUKESHA  COUNTY 


•  MONTEREY 
•  OC0N0M0W 

•  STQNE6ANK  # 
OC 

OTON 

•  SUSSEX 

"1 

•  MCNOMONEE  FAL 

.5 

. 

•  DOUSMAN 

•HARTLAN 
•  OELAEIELD 

1 

•  PEWAUKEE 

•BROOfiFIELD 

•  WALES 

•  GENE55E 
•  NORTH  PRAIRIE 

•  PROSPECT  MIL 

•  Ml 

 1 

•  VERNON 

• 

KWONA&O 

JI&  BEND 

Showing  localities  in  which  twenty-one  churches  of  five  de- 
nominations conducted  simultaneous  meetings  for  ten  days  in 
January,  1910,  resulting  in  254  conversions. 


We  call  attention  to  a  list  of  maps  and  charts  given  on 
page  34,  a  part  of  which  we  have  reproduced  in  the  preceding 
pages.  The  stereopticon  slides  of  the  maps  and  charts,  about 
forty  in  number,  can  be  obtained  at  a  small  rental,  by  writing 
Rev.  E.  €.  Dixon,  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  Churches  and 
Christian  Workers,  Madison,  Wis.  You  can  avail  yourself  of 
the  rich  benefits  of  the  University  Extension  lectures,  etc.,  by 
writing  Prof.  W.  H.  Lighty,  Madison,  Wis. 
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PLATFORM  MEETING 


Rev.  Vernon  S.  Phillips,  of  Madison,  Pastor  of  Baptist  church, 

presiding. 

The  Social  Psychology  of  the  Community 
with  Reference  to  the  Church — 
Obstacles  to  Local  Co- 
operation 

Address  by  Rev.  Fred  Staff, 
Pastor  of  Congregational  church,  Grand  Rapids,  Wis. 

We  are  to  deal  with  an  attitude  of  mind — the  attitude  that 
hinders  co-operation  of  the  churches  and  causes  unnecessary 
multiplication  of  religious  and  reformatory  organizations  in 
some  communities,  while  other  communities  are  left  entirely 
churchless. 

Doctrinal 

The  first  obstacle  in  the  way  of  denominational  co-operation 
is  doubtless  doctrinal.  It  is  useless  to  minimize  the  importance 
of  doctrinal  differences.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  much  sym- 
pathy with  that  indifferent  attitude  of  mind  which  finds  expres- 
sion in  statements  like  this:  "It  does  not  matter  what  a  man 
believes  if  only  he  is  sincere."  It  does  matter.  It  is  important 
that  a  man  should  believe  the  truth,  or  approximate  it.  When 
a  man  takes  his  creed  seriously  he  cannot  easily  unite  with  a 
church  which  makes  a  different  creed  a  test  of  fellowship.  It 
must  be  admitted,  however,  that  doctrinal  differences  do  not 
seem  to  us  quite  as  important  as  they  did  to  our  fathers;  and 
seem  less  important  to  a  layman  than  to  the  average  clergyman. 
It  is  possible  for  a  man  to  co-operate  in  religious  work  without 
believing  the  same  things  in  the  same  way.  There  may  be 
unity  of  purpose  and  aim  without  unity  of  ecclesiastical  forms 
and  creeds.  This  fact  is  proved  by  the  practical  co-operation 
of  high  church  and  low  church  Episcopalians,  and  also  by  the 
united  missionary  activities  of  old  theology  and  new  theology 
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Congregationalists.  I  think  you  will  all  agree  that  the  doctrinal 
differences  between  these  extreme  wings  of  the  same  denomina- 
tions are  more  important  than  the  difference  between  the  Pres- 
byterian church  as  a  whole  and  the  Congregational  church  as  a 
whole,  or  the  Methodist  church  and  the  Methodist  Protestant 
church.  If  churches,  instead  of  using  creeds  as  test  of  fellowship, 
would  use  them  as  a  symbol  of  faith  and  religious  light,  a  larger 
co-operation  might  be  possible  between  men  of  different  views. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  clergy  must  bear  most  of  the 
responsibility  for  divisions  along  doctrinal  lines.  The  average 
layman  of  today  knows  very  little  theology.  It  was  different  in 
former  years.  My  father  could  have  passed  a  good  examination 
in  systematic  theology.  He  knew  the  "Augsburg  Confession," 
the  "Concordia  Pia,"  and  the  Athanasian  creed.  The  books  he 
had  were  theological  or  devotional.  He  had  no  novels  or  fairy 
tales.  He  was  a  type  of  a  former  generation;  the  men  who 
were  responsible  for  the  division  of  the  church  into  sects.  But 
the  perpetuation  of  these  sects,  is  not  due  so  much  to  the  lay- 
man's theological  convictions  as  to  the  clergyman's  insistance 
upon  the  old  differences.  Most  of  our  religiously  inclined  lay- 
men would  be  willing  to  make  a  home  for  themselves  in  almost 
any  church  that  would  give  them  an  opportunity  for  worship 
and  service  together  with  a  reasonable  amount  of  intellectual  lib- 
erty. It  is  the  ministry  rather  than  the  laity  that  needs  to  be 
broadened  and  liberalized  and  trained  along  the  lines  of  coope- 
ration.   The  laymen  will  follow  the  lead  of  the  ministers. 

Sentimental 

The  next  obstacle  is  sentimental.  The  problem  which  this 
gives  rise  to  is  much  more  difficult  to  deal  with.  Sentiment  is 
not  amenable  to  reason.  A  man  had  a  Christian  mother  and  a 
pious  father,  and  they  were  both  Methodists,  let  us  say.  They 
were  Methodists  from  conviction.  But  so  far  as  this  man's 
convictions  were  concerned,  he  might  as  well  be  a  Baptist  or  a 
Presbyterian  as  a  Methodist.  He  is  a  modern  man  and  does  not 
care  much  for  theology.  But  he  cares  for  the  memory  of  his 
father  and  mother,  and  he  believes  in  their  church.  He  is  a 
Methodist  chiefly  because  of  the  character  of  his  father  and  mother 
and  his  reverence  for  them.    He  is  not  a  Methodist  from  convic- 
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Hon  but  from  sentiment.  It  will  take  time  and  patience  to  over- 
come a  prejudice  formed  by  a  long  line  of  ancestry  connected 
with  any  one  denomination.  Men  cannot  be  crowded  into  a 
church  that  was  hostile  to  their  father's  and  their  mother's  faith. 
Don't  try  to  do  violence  to  these  men's  reverence  for  a  Christian 
parentage.  Meet  them  half  way.  Let  them  worship  with  you 
and  co-operate  with  you  as  far  as  they  can  without  urging 
them  to  join  your  church. 

Ecclesiastical 

Another  reason  for  the  multiplication  of  churches  is  ecclesias- 
tical Our  missionary  superintendents  like  to  make  a  big 
record,  and  the  statistical  record  is  the  most  imposing. 

A  youug  man  is  sent  out  to  preach  in  a  village  or  a  small  city 
in  which  there  are  five  or  six  churches.  He  knows  that  one 
church  could  do  better  work  than  five  or  six  in  that  community, 
and  he  knows  that  the  church  which  he  serves  is  one  of  those 
that  ought  to  die.  But  what  will  happen  to  his  future  if  he 
officiates  at  the  funeral  of  a  church  in  his  first  parish?  Will 
superior  officers  remember  that  the  first  church  he  ever  served  died 
on  his  hands?  Will  he  be  blamed  for  its  death?  Here  is  another 
field  for  the  exercise  of  wisdom  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
clergymen,  especially  on  the  part  of  bishops,  missionary  super- 
intendents and  secretaries  of  home  missionary  societies.  Let 
them  say  frankly  to  the  young  minister:  "You  are  going 
to  a  town  that  lias  more  churches  than  it  needs.  If  you  can 
bring  about  a  union  of  two  or  more  of  these  churches  without 
detriment  to  the  work  of  the  kingdom,  do  so  by  all  means. 
Even  if  our  own  denomination  loses  a  church  by  this  unifica- 
tion, it  will  be  to  your  credit,  and  you  will  find  that  in  your  fu- 
ture work  you  can  depend  on  us  for  recommendation  and  support. " 

Temperamental 

Another  obstacle  in  the  way  of  church,  co-operation  is  tempera- 
mental. It  is  very  easy  to  make  fun  of  temperamental  differ- 
ences. I  was  present  at  an  important  ecclesiastical  gathering 
where  the  matter  of  uniting  three  different  denominations  was 
seriously  discussed.    I  think  the  most  telling  objection  to  the 
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practicability  of  union  was  the  temperamental  differences  be- 
tween the  members  of  the  three  denominations  in  question.  The 
objection  was  ridiculed,  laughed  at,  but  it  stood  just  the  same; 
and  it  was  practically  responsible  for  the  failure  to  reach  an 
agreement. 

Some  men  are  colder  and  more  intellectual  than  others.  They  like 
that  form  of  faith  and  worship  which  harmonizes  with  their  own 
peculiar  cast  of  mind.  Some  are  impresed  by  an  imposing  ritu- 
alism, by  the  burning  of  candles,  by  the  smell  of  incense  and 
the  ecclesiastical  vestment.  Some  are  positively  repelled  by  these 
things.  Some  like  to  stay  in  a  corner  and  shout  "Amen,"  good 
and  loud  occasionally.  Some  prefer  to  worship  in  silence  and 
any  form  of  noise,  even  though  it  be  pious  noise,  disturbs  their 
peace  of  mind. 

In  order  to  achieve  effective  co-operation  the  church  must 
recognize  these  temper amentul  differences  and  try  so  far  as  pos- 
sible to  meet  the  need  of  the  average  man,  not  insisting  too 
strongly  on,  or  bringing  into  the  foreground  of  its  worship,  any 
unessential  form  that  may  be  offensive  to  sincere  minds. 

Social 

Another  reason  for  the  lack  of  church  co-operation  is  social. 
Not  even  when  the  church  is  concerned  can  men  and  women  for- 
get the  real  or  imaginary  social  distinctions  which  exist  at  the 
present  time.  I  have  known  cities  and  villages  in  which 
the  difference  between  two  churches  of  different  denom- 
inations was  neither  theological  nor  sentimental  nor  ecclesiasti- 
cal, but  purely  social.  One  clique  or  4 'set"  went  to  one  church 
and  another  clique  or  "set"  went  to  another  church.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  the  Roman  Catholic  church  is  more  democratic 
than  the  Protestant  churches.  But  I  doubt  if  that  is  so.  It  is 
true  that  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church  a  millionaire  and  a  poor 
workingman  worship  side  by  side;  but  it  is  not  true  that  on  the 
outside  of  the  church  there  is  less  snobbery  among  Catholics 
than  among  Protestants.  The  difference  lies  here:  The  work- 
ing man  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  or  the  workingman 's 
wife,  if  you  please,  is  not  going  to  leave  the  church  because  a 
millionaire  or  a  millionaire's  wife  does  not  invite  her  to  her  re- 
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ceptions  or  card  parties.  It  is  probably  not  expected.  The  Catholic 
church  is  not  regarded  as  a  stepping  stone  to  social  recognition . 
The  Protestant  churches  are  often  so  regarded.  The  Protestant 
church  member  will  soon  take  offense  if  the  equality  which  ex- 
ists inside  of  the  church  is  not  also  manifested  in  social  rela- 
tions outside  of  the  church.  This  feeling,  whoever  is  responsi- 
ble for  it — I  am  not  discussing  that  now — is  one  of  the  reasons 
for  the  multiplicity  of  churches  in  some  communities.  To  over- 
come this  feeling  we  must  first  of  all  learn  to  regard  the  church  as 
a  means  for  worship  and  Christian  service,  and  not  as  an  organi- 
zation for  social  advacement.  We  must  also  enlarge  our  con- 
ceptions of  Christian  fellowship  and  take  into  our  social  circles 
all  the  brethren  of  our  faith. 

But  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  our  villages  and  smaller  towns 
are  over-churched,  we  still  find  in  them  all  a  large  number  of 
men  who  are  entirely  outside  of  all  church  influences,  who  never 
go  inside  of  a  church  except,  it  may  be,  to  attend  a  funeral  of  a 
friend.  This  fact  has  to  do  with  the  multiplication  of  churches, 
because  it  furnishes  an  excuse  on  the  part  of  a  new  denomina- 
tion to  begin  work  in  such  a  community.  Evangelists  repre- 
senting some  special  propaganda,  come  into  such  a  town,  osten- 
sibly to  convert  non-church  going  people;  as  a  matter  of  fact 
they  seldom  succeed  in  reaching  many  of  those,  but  they  always 
draw  a  few  families  from  churches  already  organized,  thus  pro- 
ducing a  general  weakening  of  all. 

It  is  then  for  the  churches  and  for  the  ministers  to  reach,  so 
far  as  possible,  all  men  in  a  given  community,  that  there  maybe 
no  excuse  for  the  organization  of  new  churches  to  convert  the 
unchurched.  This  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  do.  It  brings  us  face 
to  face  with  the  question:  Why  don't  men  go  to  church?  It 
is  a  question  that  has  been  discussed  hundreds  of  times,  but  not 
fully  answered.  Twice  in  my  ministry  I  have  sent  out  letters  to 
representative  men,  professional  men,  business  men,  working- 
men,  asking  them  to  tell  me  frankly  why  they  did  not  attend 
church.  I  have  had  some  interesting  answers;  but  very  few 
have  been  frank  enough  to  confess  the  real  cause  of  their  non- 
attendance.  They  have  not  admitted  that  it  hurt  their  conscience 
to  attend  so  long  as  they  were  not  right  with  God  and  man. 
They  have  not  confessed  their  unwillingness  to  accept  the  stand- 
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ard  of  conduct  which  the  church  proclaimed.  This  I  believe  to 
be  the  principal  reason  why  men  do  not  go  to  church.  I  know 
that  there  are  other  reasons.  There  is  habit,  for  example,  and 
habit  is  a  powerful  thing;  but  it  can  be  overcome,  and  it  will  be 
overcome  when  there  is  motive  enough  to  make  the  effort.  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  having  my  leg  cut  off,  but  if  a  doctor  in 
whom  I  have  full  confidence  should  tell  me  that  my  foot  was 
affected  with  a  disease  which  threatened  my  life,  and  that  my 
only  hope  of  recovery  lay  in  amputation,  I  would  have  my  leg 
cut  off.  Necessity  would  overcome  the  habit.  This  is  a  homely 
illustration,  but  I  think  it  makes  the  point  clear.  If  we  could 
make  men  see  that  the  church  is  a  social  necessity,  a  necessity 
of  civilization,  a  religious  necessity,  a  human  necessity,  men 
would  attend. 

I  am  told  that  some  stay  away  from  church  because  it  is  aris- 
tocratic. It  has  no  message  for  the  workingman.  I  do  not  deny 
that  there  is  an  element  of  truth  in  this  charge  as  regards  some 
churches.  It  certainly  is  not  true  of  the  church  as  a  whole. 
Let  it  be  remembered  also  that  there  are  churches  to  which  only 
poor  people  belong.  Any  one  who  stays  away  from  the  church 
because  it  is  a  rich  man's  club,  could  if  he  wanted  to,  find  a 
home  in  a  poor  man's  church;  but  the  difficulty  lies  deeper.  It 
may  be  that  the  church  has  emphasized  ecclesiastical  forms  and 
theological  doctrines  too  much  in  the  past,  and  that  it  has  passed 
over  the  essentials  of  practical  religion,  justice,  mercy,  and 
brotherly  love.  Time  does  not  permit  a  full  discussion  of  this 
phase  of  the  subject.  We  realize  also  that  a  greater  disregard 
for  Sunday  as  a  day  of  rest  and  worship  is  responsible  for  much 
religious  indifference.  The  motto  of  the  age  in  which  we  live 
seems  to  be:  Make  all  you  can,  have  all  the  fun  you  can,  and 
if  religion  or  the  church,  or  any  sacred  institution,  stands  in  the 
way,  crowd  it  out.  A  man  who  has  to  work  on  the  railroad 
or  in  a  factory  on  Sunday,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  feel  very 
charitable  towards  the  church,  especially  if  those  who  direct  the 
work  are  church  members.  It  is  hard  for  such  a  man  to  see 
why,  when  his  day's  work  is  done,  it  should  be  any  more  sinful 
for  him  to  go  to  the  theatre  for  his  own  pleasure  than  it  was  to 
work  during  the  day  for  another  man's  gain.  I  know  that  this 
is  a  very  big  problem,  but  unless  the  church  has  the  courage  to 
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tackle  big  problems  it  might  as  well  go  out  of  business.  As  far 
as  church  unity  is  concerned  it  will  not  come  until  the  church 
meets  the  needs,  aed  speaks  to  the  heart  and  the  conscience  of 
all  men,  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  summarize  the  conclusions  arrived  at: 
The  church  is  divided  by  doctrinal  differences,  by  social  "sets" 
and  cliques,  by  sentimental  preferences,  by  differences  in  tem- 
perament. Co-operation  is  made  difficult  also,  and  the  multipli- 
cation of  churches  is  made  easy,  by  the  fact  that  so  many  people 
remain  outside  of,  and  out  of  touch  with  all  churches.  Unity, 
or  as  least  co-operation,  can  be  reached  through  a  more  insistent 
emphasis  on  the  practical  fundamentals  of  the  Christian  faith 
and  life,  through  a  more  real  manifestation  of  a  brotherhood  in 
all  relations,  through  a  more  sympathetic  attitude  towards  all 
men,  through  a  more  fearless  championship  of  right  conduct  in 
all  the  affairs  of  life,  through  a  greater  willingness  to  place  in- 
dividual peculiarities  of  ecclesiastical  organizations  or  methods 
of  worship  in  the  background,  through  a  greater  willingness  to 
lose  apparent  advantages  for  ourselves  or  our  denomination  in 
the  interest  of  the  larger  growth  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  These 
things  are  necessary  for  realization  of  the  unity  and  co-opera- 
tion for  which  Christ  prayed. 


How  to  Secure  Local  Co-operation 
Discussion 

Rev.  J.  B.  Davison,  Milwaukee:  There  are  two  things  to  my 
mind  in  answer  to  thJs  question.  One  is  to  get  a  great  vision  of 
the  work  of  the  church.  It  is  to  put  down  evil  and  to  save  the 
whole  community.  We  must  somehow  be  one  at  it.  There  are 
powers  of  evil  in  every  community  to  combat,  and  where  three 
or  four  or  five  churches  exist  they  must  work  together  for 
victory . 

Rev.  Benjamin  Thomas,  Galesville;  I  want  to  give  you  a  con- 
crete case  with  a  community  of  foreigners.  In  our  town  there  are 
two  English  churches  and  two  Lutheran  churches.  Now  for  three 
weeks  we  have  had  meetings  of  the  four  Sunday  schools.  It  has 
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been  very  successful.  That  is  one  way  of  co-operation.  Next 
Sunday  night  we  are  going  to  get  together  to  consider  what  we 
can  do  with  the  boys  in  our  town.  I  think  that  the  same  thing 
can  be  done  in  most  of  the  small  towns  in  our  state. 

Secretary  Semelroth:  There  is  one  plan  in  this  country 
in  which  Jew  and  Gentile,  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant, 
have  heartily  co-operated,  and  that  is  an  interdenomina- 
tional visitation  to  every  house  in  a  given  community. 
This  has  been  done,  and  the  reason  why  Jew  and  Gentile,  Ro- 
man Catholic  and  Protestant  were  so  willing  to  work  together  was 
because  they  wanted  to  get  at  the  necessary  information  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community.  This  is  the  Sunday  school  plan  for 
visitation  of  every  house  in  the  community. 

In  Superior  and  Duluth  such  a  canvass  was  planned.  Roman 
Catholic  worked  side  by  side  with  Protestant.  After  the  canvass 
was  over  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  said  to  his  people:  "From 
the  Sunday  school  people  I  have  received  the  names  and  ad- 
dressess  of  one  hundred  people  in  this  city  I  have  never  seen 
before." 

Vice-Chairman  Grant,  Menornonie:  The  delightful  thing 
about  that  initial  step  is  that  it  does  not  wait  for  that  vision 
that  Brother  Davison  speaks.  It  is  one  of  the  best  ways  to  be- 
gin. It  teaches  a  lesson  for  larger  things.  It  will  serve  as  an 
initial  step,  as  an  opening  to  larger  things.  We  cannot  co- 
operate in  some  things,  as  yet,  that  many  of  us  want  to  see.  But 
we  can  co-operate  with  some  of  the  things  that  Mr.  Semelroth 
has  made  clear. 

Mr.  Humphrey:  There  is  one  phase  that  has  not  been  touched 
upon.  We  have  numerous  unchurched  communities  where  there 
are  a  few  Methodists,  a  few  Presbyterians,  some  Lutherans,  some 
Catholics,  but  there  is  no  church  at  work.  How  are  you  going 
to  determine  which  denomination  is  to  gather  the  people  into 
one  organization  to  do  the  work?  I  have  in  mind  a  community 
in  Brown  county,  where  the  pastor— a  very  ordinary  man  from 
the  educational  standpoint— but  who  is  very  much  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Master,  is  endeavoring  to  reach  all  on  the  field. 
I  spoke  last  children's  day  in  that  church.  There  were  six  na- 
tionalities represented.  That  man  has  bound  these  people 
together.    I  would  to  God  that  we  had  some  more  like  him. 
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Mr.  Gr.  W.  White,  Sharon:  If  we  are  to  secure  co-opera- 
tion we  must  find  a  point  where  we  can  co-operate.  It  will  be 
one  thing  in  one  community  and  another  in  another.  In  some 
communities  the  churches  can  co-operate  on  the  temperance 
question;  in  others  they  can  co-operate  on  the  Sabbath  ques- 
tion. In  others  they  will  not  co-operate  on  the  Sabbath  ques- 
tion, but  they  will  co-operate  on  Bible  study.  In  some  commu- 
nities they  will  co-operate  on  the  Sunday  school  question. 

I  find  places  where  the  church  has  grown  weak  and  finally 
starved  out  but  there  are  still  several  strong  Christian  people, 
and  they  are  not  disposed  to  co-operate  with  the  church  that  re- 
mains. Ordinarily  these  are  the  best  of  workers,  although  their 
church  is  defunct.  How  can  we  get  them  to  co-operate  with  the 
church  now  there? 

One  thing  that  has  been  tried  is  to  give  them  a  share  in  the 
work  of  the  Sunday  school.  I  wish  some  one  would  give  me 
some  suggestion  on  this. 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  Madison:  In  the  summer  time,  we  of  Madison 
combine  the  Sunday  evening  meetings  of  our  churches  into  one, 
and  it  works  very  satisfactorily.  I  wonder  how  many  representa- 
tives here  have  had  experience  in  union  services  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Bacon,  Secretary  of  the  National  Federation:  I  believe 
that  in  the  organization  of  a  local  co-operation  the  chief  need  is 
a  recognition  of  the  things  essential.  We  have  had  tonight  a 
call  to  a  work  which  overlooks  all  minor  doctrinal  differences. 
Federation  grows  not  by  compromise  but  by  comprehension.  It 
is  to  be  made  clear  that  no  man  need  subject  his  conscience  to 
any  crucial,  crucifying  test.  We  ought  to  get  together  on  the 
things  upon  which  we  all  agree. 

Mr.  Faville,  of  Appleton:  The  trouble  with  union  services 
for  the  summer  is  that  they  are  considered  too  much  as  a  substi- 
tute for  nothing.  I  believe  that  the  union  service  in  the  ordin- 
ary town  fails.  There  is  a  large  place  for  the  federation  of 
churches.  Not  long  ago  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  at 
Appleton  talked  with  me  with  reference  to  the  joining  of  our 
forces  in  the  evening.  There  are  four  churches  in  Appleton 
rather  closely  allied.  We  find  that  the  evening  service  is  not 
overloaded.  4  'Now,'7  hesaid,  "why  not  get  together  and  make  an 
effort  to  have  a  strong  evening  service.  I  am  not  sure  but  that 
6— Int.  Con. 
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in  the  winter  months  we  might  have  a  union  service  in 
these  four  churches.  I  am  very  sure  that  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred gathered  in  one  church  in  Appleton,  would  be  a  distinct 
gain  to  the  city." 

Mr.  Dexter,  Ashland:  Here  is  the  heart  of  the  matter.  There 
was  a  fire  and  men  and  women  of  all  nationalities  and  denom- 
inations got  together  naturally  to  put  that  fire  out.  Once  there 
was  a  municipal  celebration  at  which  fireworks  were  set  off,  and 
everybody  came  to  enjoy  the  fireworks.  If  we  have  fireworks  in 
our  churches  everybody  will  come. 

Mr.  Hanniford:  I  have  had  some  experience  iu  union  eve- 
ning services  in  three  churches  in  Ohio  that  co-operate  for  two 
months  every  summer.  I  have  had  a  little  experience  in  my 
present  field,  especially  in  two  German  churches  which  have  un- 
til a  few  months  ago  insisted  in  conducting  all  their  services  in 
German. 

The  invitation  was  given  to  me  to  give  up  my  evening  service 
and  come  down  to  their  service.  I  was  told  that  the  service 
would  be  in  German  as  usual.  I  gave  up  my  evening  service 
and  invited  my  people  to  go  to  that  service.  Quite  a  number  of 
them  went.  Before  the  evening  was  over  I  was  invited  to  attend 
another  service  in  a  farming  community  out  of  town.  That  was 
an  innovation  so  complete  that  some  of  the  old  heads  in  the 
German  church  seemed  to  have  been  pretty  well  conquered,  and 
they  have  aided  me  very  greatly  since.  Not  only  in  these  cases, 
but  in  some  instances  I  have  been  asked  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
a  German  family,  and  speak  a  few  words  in  the  English  language 
for  the  benefit  of  persons  who  did  not  understand  German. 

After  prayer  and  benediction,  Conference  adjourned  to 
Wednesday  morning. 


Resolutions 


Report  of  Committee 

The  Conference  met  for  the  closing  exercises,  the  chief  item  of 
which  was  the  report  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  prepared 
by  Rev.  Perry  Millar,  of  Kenosha,  chairman,  and  by  Rev.  C.  A.* 
Adams,  of  Merrill,  who  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Millar  made  the 
report  as  follows: 

Denominational  Co-operation 

First:  That  no  community  in  wdiich  any  denomination  has  any 
legitimate  claim  should  be  entered  by  any  other  denomination 
through  its  official  agent  without  conference  with  the  denomina- 
tion or  denominations  having  said  claim. 

Second:  A  feeble  church  should  be  revived,  if  possible, 
rather  than  a  new  one  established  to  become  its  rival. 

Third:  A  preference  of  a  community  should  be  respected 
by  denominational  committees  and  individual  workers  and  such 
preferences  should  be  regarded  by  authorities. 

Fourth :  The  denomination  or  denominations  nearest  at  hand 
should,  other  things  being  equal,  be  recognized  as  in  the  most 
advantageous  position  to  encourage  and  aid  a  new  enterprise  in 
a  community 

Fifth:  That  in  case  one  denomination  begins  ivork  in  a  des- 
titute community  it  should  be  left  to  develope  that  field  without 
other  denominational  interference. 

Sixth:  Temporary  suspension  of  church  work  by  any  denomi- 
nation occupying  a  field  should  not,  in  itself,  be  sufficient  warrant 
for  entrance  into  that  field  by  any  other  denomination.  Tem- 
porary suspension  should  be  deemed  permanent  abandonment 
only  when  the  church  has  had  no  preaching  and  held  no  services 
for  an  entire  year. 

Seventh :  That  we  call  upon  the  superintending  officers  of  the 
various  denominations  to  confer  together  with  a  view  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  system  of  exchanges  whereby,  through  a  recip- 
rocal surrender  of  churches  in  the  smaller  places,  religious  com- 
petition may  be  avoided,  missionary  money  saved,  and  the  cause 
of  Christ  strengthened. 
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Eighth:  That  we  endorse  the  action  of  the  joint  committee 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  to  what  degree  there  is 
overlapping  in  the  home  mission  fields  of  the  state,  and  approve 
their  recommendation  that  each  denomination  shall  refuse  to  ap- 
ply mission  support  in  localities  where  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is 
being  earnestly  and  adequately  promulgated  by  others,  and 
where  the  prospect  of  growth  does  not  warrant  the  establish- 
ment of  other  churches. 

Ninth :  That  all  questions  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  fore- 
going statements  and  all  cases  of  friction  between  denominations 
or  members  of  different  denominations  should  be  referred  to  the 
Federation  of  Churches  in  Christ  in  Wisconsin  through  its 
executive  board. 

Tenth:  That  the  censure  of  the  Federation  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  Wisconsin  should  be  meeted  out  to  those  who  shall,  in 
exercising  the  authority  of  a  denomination,  ignore  the  rulings 
of  this  Federation. 

Eleventh:  That  frequent  conferences  between  field  and  mis- 
sion superintendents,  Sunday  school  organizers  and  workers 
throughout  the  state,  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  ex- 
pense and  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  churches  of  Christ  in 
Wisconsin. 

Social  Service  Commission 

Rev.  R.  H.  Edwards,  of  the  resolutions  committee,  reported 
the  following,  wihch  was  adopted. 

A  Social  Service  Commission  of  fifteen,  to  be  known  as  the 
Social  Service  Commission  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Christian  Workers,  nine  of  which  shall  be  as 

follows: 

Rev.  U.  G.  Humphrey,  Milwaukee,  Superintendent  of  the 
Wisconsin  Anti-Saloon  League;  Charles  J.  Galpin,  Baptist 
university  pastor,  Madison;  Prof.  S.  W.  Gilman,  professor  of 
commerce,  University  of  Wisconsin;  Prof.  R.  C.  Chapin,  pro- 
fessor of  political  economy  at  Beloit  College  and  author  of  the 
Russell  Sage  Foundation  book  on  the  Workingmen's  Budget; 
President  W.  O.  Carrier,  of  Carroll  College;  Rev.  R.  H.  Edwards, 
Congregational  university  pastor,  editor  of  a  series  of  studies  in 
American  social  conditions;  J.  G.  Rosebush,  professor  of  eco- 
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nomics  at  LawreDce  College;  M.  S.  Dudgeon,  Secretary  of  the 
Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  and  MissEmmaM.  Purdue, 
State  Factory  Inspector,  Milwaukee,  these  nine  to  elect  the 
remaining  six  and,  when  organized,  fill  vacancies  till  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Federation. 

Functions  of  Commission 

The  function  of  the  commission  will  be  along  the  following 
general  lines,  its  specific  work  to  be  determined  by  the  commis- 
sion itself. 

First:  To  increase  the  acquaintance  of  the  people  of  the 
churches  with  the  facts  of  the  leading  social  problems,  such  as 
tin-  labor  problem,  child  labor,  the  liquor  problem,  poverty  and 
the  social  evil:  to  be  done  by  the  publication  of  literature,  the 
holding  of  meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the  commission,  and 
in  such  other  ways  as  the  commission  may  choose. 

Second:  To  serve  as  au  advisory  committee  in  matters  of  the 
relationship  between  the  churches  and  social  betterment  move- 
ments. 

Third:  To  investigate  any  moral,  social,  and  industrial  con- 
ditions of  an  aggravated  nature  and  to  report  its  findings. 

Fourth:  To  represeut  the  Federation  at  hearings  of  legisla- 
tive committees  in  support  of  or  opposition  to  proposed  legisla- 
tion in  tlit-  name  of  the  Federation  of  Churches  and  Christian 
Workers,  it  being  understood  that  a  four-fifths  affirmative  vote 
of  the  whole  commission  shall  be  necessary  before  such  action 
be  taken. 

The  preceding  report  of  committee  on  resolutions  was  unan- 
imously adopted. 

Mr.  Bacon:  It  is  the  policy  of  the  national  movement  that 
all  federation  movements  shall  be  indigenous— i-that  they  spring 
up  in  the  territory;  so  I  am  here  simply  as  a  helper,  willing  to 
aid  in  any  way  whatever,  and  I  want  to  express  my  satisfaction 
that  you  have  taken  steps  today  that  are  more  far-reaching  than 
you  perhaps  realize. 

Mr.  Phillips:  Before  we  take  our  recess,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
hope  you  will  all  stay  to  this  meeting  of  the  Council  which  will 
come  immediately  after  we  adjourn  this  conference.    That  will 
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be  in  a  few  minutes,  and  will  last  but  a  short  while.  We  waut 
your  support  and  advice. 

Mr.  Galpiu:  As  chairman  of  the  committee  on  exhibits,  I 
wish  to  present  to  you  a  small  matter.  There  will  be  in  my  pos- 
sion  a  few  charts  and  a  set  of  forty  slides,  the  total  value  of 
which  will  amount  to  about  one  hundred  dollars.  Inquiries  have 
been  made  how  these  slides  and  charts  that  belong  to  this  Con- 
ference can  be  made  available  for  the  state.  I  suggest  that  the 
secretary  of  this  Conference  be  authorized  to  be  the  custodian 
of  the  slides  and  charts. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Maps  and  Charts  adopted.  Charts 
and  slides  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Rev.  E.  C.  Dixon,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Mr.  Miner:  Before  this  Conference  adjourns,  I  want  to  say 
a  few  words  with  reference  to  the  calling  of  this  Conference. 

This  Conference  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  various  committees 
that  have  given  no  small  amount  of  time  and  labor  in  preparing 
for  this  state  gathering.  To  the  chairmen  especially,  in  gath- 
ering such  a  mass  of  facts,  embodying  them  in  maps  and  charts, 
in  preparing  reports  and  such  a  rich  program  as  we  have  had,  in 
securing  the  needed  finances  and  caring  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  near  200  delegates  that  have  been  in  attendance,  we  hereby 
especially  desire  to  express  our  gratitude. 

Mr.  Blakeman:  The  chief  burden  of  planning,  calling  and 
preparing  for  this  Conference,  was  carried  by  the  Rev.  H.  A. 
Miner,  Secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation.  I  move  that  a 
vote  of  thanks  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  in  appreciation  of 
his  faithfulness  in  designing  and  bringing  to  so  succcessful  a 
culmination  this,  the  First  Interdenominational  Conference  held 
for  the  state  of  Wisconsin.  After  a  rising  vote  the  scribe  was  in- 
structed to  record  the  motion  unanimously  carried. 

The  Conference  then  sang:  "Praise  God  from  whom  all  bless- 
ings flow,"  and  after  prayer,  wras  declared  adjourned. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

of 

Federation  of  Churches  and  Christian 
Workers,  1898-1910 

with 

Proceedings  of  the   State   Federation  Council 
Held  at  Madison,  December  6  and  7,  1910 


Denominational  Co-operation  in 
Wisconsin 

A  Sketch-1898-1910 

By  H.  A.  Miner,  Sec'y 

In  the  summer  of  1898  in  a  tent  on  the  Monona  Lake  Assem- 
bly grounds  there  sat  a  little  company  of  Christian  men  engaged 
in  friendly  conversation  relating  to  the  slow  progress  of  reforma- 
tory work,  and  especially  the  difficulty  of  securing  legislation  on 
moral  questions.  The  legislature  seemed  disinclined  to  take  up 
questions  of  that  sort.  Petitions  that  were  sent  in  after  being 
reported  were  not  heard  from.  It  was  suggested  in  the  conver- 
sation that  there  was  a  lack  of  unity  in  reformatory  efforts,  that 
concerted  action  on  the  part  of  the  churches  and  reform  associa- 
tions would  command  attention  far  more  than  the  separate 
independent  action  without  reference  to  each  other  had  done, 
and  so  would  be  far  more  effective  in  securing  the  results  de- 
sired. 

It  was  then  suggested  that  we  at  once  take  measures  to  secure 
co-operative  action  on  the  part  of  the  moral  forces  of  the  state. 
It  was  said  several  of  the  state  religious  bodies  would  meet  in  the 
fall.  Why  not  address  a  letter  to  each  asking  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  delegates  to  meet  in  convention  at  some  central  city  in 
November,  to  consider  the  question  of  public  morals,  and  how 
best  to  secure  their  improvement. 

Co-operative  Movement  Organized 

The  request  met  with  a  cordial  response.  Stevens  Point  was 
designated  as  the  place,  and  November  the  time  for  the  conven- 
tion. Delegates  from  the  Baptist,  Congregational,  Methodist, 
Presbyterian  and  Welsh  Calvinistic  Methodist  State  Church 
bodies  appeared;  also  representatives  from  the  W.  C.  T.  U., 
Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  Sunday  Rest  Day  Asso- 
ciation, Anti-Saloon  League  and  Wisconsin  Purity  Association. 

Rev.  Henry  Colman,  of  Milwaukee,  called  the  convention  to 
order,  and  on  motion,  Mr.  W.  B.  Buckingham,  of  Stevens 
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Point,  was  chosen  permanent  chairman,  and  Rev.  Rob't  S. 
Ingraham,  of  Milwaukee,  secretary.  After  prayer  by  Rev.  J. 
H.  Tippit,  now  of  Appleton,  a  committee  on  program  and  other 
matters  of  business  was  named  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  B.  Davi- 
son, Milwaukee;  R.  H.  Weller,  Stevens  Point,  and  Mrs.  Julia 
Kurtz,  Superintendent  of  House  of  Mercy  for  Girls,  Milwaukee. 
The  following  topics  were  discussed:  "Improper  Pictures  in 
Public  Places,"  "Saloons  Around  the  Soldiers'  Home,"  "Sa- 
loons Around  the  State  University,"  "Raising  the  Age  of  Pro- 
tection for  Girls  to  Eighteen,"  "Organized  Reform  Work  Es- 
sential to  the  Church's  Success,"  the  speakers  being  Rev. 
Messrs.  Henry  Colman,  Perry  Millar,  H.  A.  Miner,  J.  B.  Davi- 
son, Mrs.  Julia  Kurtz,  Rev.  A.  S.  Badger  and  others. 

In  the  evening  a  mass  meeting  was  held  in  the  Rink  Opera, 
addressed  by  Rev.  P.  W.  Longfellow,  of.  Eau  Claire,  on  the 
"Guilt  and  Duty  of  the  Churches  as  to  Gambling  Customs,"  and 
by  Rev.  Wilbur  P.  Crafts,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,on  "National 
Perils  and  Hopes." 

The  next  day  the  committee  on  business  presented  a  constitu- 
tion under  the  name  of  "Wisconsin  Federation  of  Reforms," 
with  the  purpose  to  invite  churches  and  reform  societies  in  our 
state  to  co-operate  in  "A  Systematic  and  persistent  Campaign 
of  Education  through  the  pulpit,  platform,  the  press  and  per- 
sonal effort,  to  the  end,  that  those  working  evil  may  be  per- 
suaded to  desist;  that  civic  officers  may  be  constrained  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  or  give  place  to  such  as  will;  that  legislators  may 
be  induced  to  enact  better  laws  with  suitable  penalties,  and  that 
citizens  may  demand  and  secure  better  political  nominations, 
punish  their  own  parties  at  the  polls  when  unfit  nominations  are 
made,  and  in  every  case  to  press  officials  to  do  the  duties  laid 
upon  them.,, 

Much  assistance  was  rendered  in  the  forming  and  passage  of 
the  constitution  by  Rev.. Dr.  Crafts,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who 
was  present  and  took  part  in  the  proceedings  by  invitation. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  Rev.  Wm.  J.  McKay,  of 
La  Crosse,  president;  Rev.  C.  C.  Willet,  of  Elkhorn,  1st  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Amy  K.  Morse,  of  Park  Falls,  2d  vice-president; 
Rev.  H.  A.  Miner,  of  Madison,  secretary  and  Rev.  W.  J.  Rice, 
of  Stevens  Point,  treasurer. 
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A  press  committee  consisting  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Henry  Colman, 
W.  H.  Clark,  and  J.  B.  Davison,  and  a  legislative  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  W.  G.  Walker  and  C.  F.  Cronk  were 
chosen . 

Thus  officered  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Reforms  began  its 
work,  the  first  federation  of  state  denominational  bodies  and 
reform  associations  for  voicing  the  Christian  sentiment  of  the 
state  on  reformatory  measures,  so  far  as  known  by  us  at  that 
time. 

The  Federation  at  Work 

During  the  first  four  years  annual  meetings  were  held  at  Osh- 
kosh,  Camp  Cleghorn  near  Waupaca,  and  Madison,  besides  sev- 
eral executive  meetings  under  administration  of  presidents  Wm. 
J.  McKay,  pastor  M.  E.  church,  La  Crosse;  Wilbur  0.  Carrier, 
pastor  Presbyterian  church,  Wausau,  and  Henry  Faville,  pastor 
Congregational  church,  La  Crosse,  with  Rev.  H.  A.  Miner,  Mad- 
ison, Secretary.  Among  the  topics  discussed  at  Oshkosh  were 
the  "Canteen  Question,"  by  Hon.  S.  D.  Hastings,  of  Madison; 
"The  Gambling  Evil,"  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Patton,  Wauwatosa; 
"Our  Country,  its  Present  Need,"  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Berkey,  of 
Monroe;  "The  Civic  and  Social  Opportunities  Offered  the 
Churches  through  this  Federation,"  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Willett,  of 
Elkhorn;  "How  to  Prepare  for  a  Local  Option  Campaign,"  by 
W.  0.  Carrier,  of  Wausau,  and  "Social  Purity,"  by  Mrs.  Albion 
Smith,  of*  Kilbourn  City;  and  at  Camp  Cleghorn,  "Aids  for  the 
Suppression  of  Crime'"  by  Rev.  C.  C.  McClaughry.  Warden  of 
State  Prison,  Waupun,  and  "Needed  Legislation  in  Behalf  of 
Reforms,"  by  J.  B.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Madison. 

At  Madison,  "Law  Enforcement"  was  discussed  by  Rev. 
Messr>.  Henry  Colman  and  D.  C.  John,  of  Milwaukee,  and  E.  G. 
Updike,  of  Madison,  and  resolutions  passed  urging  the  massing 
more  and  more  of  the  Christian  forces  of  our  state  against  vice 
and  in  favor  of  virtue,  the  lessening  of  Sunday  labor  on  public 
thoroughfares,  the  discontinuance  of  Sunday  excursion  trains, 
the  abolition  of  the  beverage  liquor  traffic,  the  enforcement  of 
law,  and  the  expressing  thanks  for  the  passage  of  the  Anti-Can- 
teen bill  and  other  moral  measures  by  the  last  Congress.  "The 
Peril  of  the  Holiday  Sunday"  was  ably  discussed  by  Rev.  L.  C. 
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Smith,  of  Oskkosh,  and  a  resolution  passed  urging  all  ministers 
to  address  their  people  and  every  person  having  the  good  of  the 
home  and  state  at  heart,  to  consider  this  impending  peril  and 
strive  earnestly  to  avert  it. 

It  was  also  voted  at  an  executive  committee  meeting  to  re- 
commend to  the  legislative  committee  to  work  for  the  passage 
by  the  next  legislature,  bills  forbidding  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  cigarettes  and  cigarette  paper,  to  provide  for  a  thirty 
(lavs'  residence  to  qualify  for  voting  in  a  given  town  and  also 
to  provide  for  ward  option  for  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks. 


Some  Things  Thus  Far  Done 

Secretary  Miner  in  his  report  at  the  end  of  four  years,  made 
at  Baraboo,  November  17,  1902,  said:  "The  Churches  and  Re- 
form Societies  through  the  Federation  have  brought  their  influ- 
ence to  bear  upon  the  legislature,  thus  aiding  in  securing  the 
passage  of  bills  forbidding  the  transportation  of  soldiers  to  and 
from  Camp  Douglas  on  the  Sabbath;  the  prohibition  of  the  sale 
or  distribution  in  any  way  of  obscene  literature,  or  literature 
inciting  to  crime,  providing  for  the  right  of  search  and  seizure 
of  liquors  found  in  suspected  places  of  illicit  trade,  and  the  use 
of  such  thus  found  for  conviction;  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the 
Wylie  Anti- Gambling  law  forbidding  pool  selling  in  connection 
with  race  courses,  and  other  bills,  thus  demonstrating  that  such 
a  body,  representing  130,000  intelligent  Christian  people  of  the 
state  has  no  small  influence  when  it  champions  measures  that 
commend  themselves  to  the  reason  and  good  judgment  of  the 
citizenship." 

It  is  possible  but  not  at  all  probable  in  the  judgment  of  those 
best  acquainted  with  the  sentiment  at  that  period,  that  there 
would  have  been  such  a  forward  moral  movement  had  it  not 
been  for  the  united  efforts  put  forth  by  the  federated  forces  of 
the  churches  and  reform  societies.  The  feeling  obtained  that  in 
view  of  what  had  been  accomplished  the  Federation  had  demon- 
strated its  right  to  live  and  that  there  was  a  still  wider  field 
opening  for  its  work. 
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An  Important  Step  Forward 

About  this  time  we  began  to  hear  of  churches  federating  for 
distinctly  religious  work  in  New  York  City  and  other  Eastern 
localities.  In  Maine  an  Interdenominational  Commission  com- 
posed of  five  denominations  had  been  in  successful  operation  for 
ten  years.  In  New  York  a  federation  movement  had  been  inau- 
gurated by  leaders  of  different  denominations  which  in  1901 
took  the  name  of  '  'National  Federation  of  Churches  and  Christian 
Workers,"  and  has  since,  in  December,  1908,  become  the  "Fed- 
eral Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America."  officially 
representing  thirty-three  national  denominational  bodies,  with 
about  18,000,000  communicants.  And  so  during  the  year  the 
question  of  broadening  the  work  of  our  Federation  was  raised 
so  that  distinctively  Christian  work  in  the  evangelizing  of  com- 
munities may  be  undertaken  in  a  more  economic  and  effective 
manner  by  co-operative  denominational  action  than  had  ever 
been  done  in  the  past  by  working  independently  and  divisively, 
thus  incurring  the  charge  of  church  selfishness  much  to  the  dis- 
honor of  the  Christian  name. 

The  Secretary  in  his  report  at  Baraboo  voiced  the  "demand 
for  co-operative  work  in  supplying  this  state  with  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,"  declaring  that  "large  areas  are  without  the  Gos- 
pel," and  that  in  some  localities  there  is  an  overcrowding  of 
church  agencies,  and  then  submitted  the  question,  "Can  the 
work  of  this  Federation  be  so  broadened  as  to  meet  this  de- 
mand?" 

In  response  to  this  a  committee  on  Church  Federation  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Rev.  Messrs.  W.  M.  Martin,  of  the  M. 
E.  church,  J.  B.  Davison,  of  the  Sunday  Rest  Day  Association; 
Henry  Colman,  Secretary  Anti-Saloon  League;  J.  E.  Coleman, 
of  the  Free  Methodist  church;  L.  H.  Keller,  Congregational 
church;  E.  A.  Cutler,  Presbyterian  church;  J.  I.  Seder,  Evan- 
gelical Association,  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Menzies. 

The  next  morning,  November  18,  this  committee  reported 
practically  a  new  constitution  which  was  carefully  considered 
article  by  article,  and  then  on  motion  that  "the  constitution  of 
the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Reforms  be  amended  by  the  adop- 
ion  of  the  report  of  the  committee,"  it  was  unanimously  voted 
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and  the  Federation  of  Reforms  became  "The  Wisconsin  Feder- 
ation of  Churches  and  Christian  Workers." 

This  new  constitution  provided  for  the  election  by  the  state 
bodies  of  a  State  Council  through  which  the  federated  bodies 
should  act,  each  denomination  in  the  Federation  being  entitled 
to  one  delegate  arid  one  additional  for  each  ten  thousand  com- 
municants or  major  fraction  thereof,  and  other  organizations 
for  the  civic  and  moral  betterment  of  the  state  to  be  represented 
by  two  delegates;  also  the  officers  and  members  of  committees  to 
be  members  of  the  Council,  nine  to  constitute  a  quorum.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  for  local  councils  to  be  organized  and  rep- 
resented in  the  State  Council- 

The  constitution  also  provided  for  an  executive  board  of  fifteen 
to  serve  three  years,  five  to  be  elected  each  year,  which  shall 
have  charge  of  the  work  of  the  Federation  under  the  general 
instructions  of  the  Council  and  report  its  doings  annually  to  the 
Council. 

The  appointment  of  press  and  legislative  committees  was  re- 
tained as  before. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen  under  the  new  Constitution: 

President — Rev.  W.  Mayes  Martin,  Sparta. 

Vice-Presidents — Revs.  E.  A.  Cutler  and  O.  P.  Bestor,  of 
Milwaukee. 

Secretary — Rev.  H.  A.  Miner,  Madison. 

Treasurer— Prof.  C.  F.  Cronk,  Madison. 

Executive  Board — Rev.  Messrs.  S.  E.  Price,  L.  H.  Keller,  and 
J.  I.  Seder,  of  Milwaukee;  J.  H.  Berkey,  Monroe;  J.  E.  Cole- 
man, Evansville;  Chas.  Hedler,  Watertown;  W.  A.  Hall,  Stev- 
ens Point;  H.  A.  Talbot,  De  Pere;  Dan'l  Thomas,  Wild  Rose; 
Henry  Colman,  J.  B.  Davison,  and  F.  W.  C.  Meyer,  Milwaukee; 
O.  L.  Robinson,  Madison;  W.  H.  Clark,  Ripon,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
C.  Upham,  Marshfield. 

Thus  organized  the  Federation  began  to  study  the  moral  and 
religious  conditions  of  the  state  with  more  earnestness  than  ever. 

Anti-Cigarette  Movement 

At  the  Baraboo  meeting  the  Anti-Cigarette  movement  which 
was  being  championed  by  the  W.  C,  T.  U.  took  a  more  definite 
form  under  the  lead  of  Miss  Lucy  Gaston,  of  Chicago.  The 
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next  year  at  Wausau,  Senator  H.  P.  Bird  of  Wausaukee,  was 
invited  to  speak  on  "More  Needed  Cigarette  Legislation."  At 
the  next  session  of  the  legislature  he  championed  a  bill  forbid- 
ding the  sale  and  use  of  cigarettes  and  cigarette  paper  which  be- 
came a  law.  Senator  Bird  gave  the  Federation  credit  for  valu- 
able aid  in  its  passage. 

The  Temperance  Reform 

The  Anti-Saloon  League  movement  from  the  first  was  warmly 
advocated  by  the  Federation.  Ward  option  led  by  Rev.  T.  M. 
Hare,  Superintendent  of  the  Anti- Saloon  League  was  supported 
by  the  legislative  committee,  and  its  adoption  secured.  County 
option  was  early  advocated  as  a  step  forward  towards  state 
option,  thus  leading  to  the  final  abolition  of  the  drink  traffic  for 
beverage  purposes.  The  fight  led  by  Rev.  U.  G.  Humphrey, 
now  Superintendent  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  a  constituent  of 
this  body,  is  still  on.  In  the  meantime  various  bills  for  the  re- 
striction of  the  saloon  business  have  been  helped  forward  in 
their  passage  by  the  legislative  c  mmittee  working  in  connection 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  the  Anti- Saloon  League. 

Sabbath  and  Other  Reforms 

Much  work  has  been  done  to  hold  in  check  the  public  desecra- 
tion of  the  Sabbath,  as  also  to  promote  its  better  observance  as 
a  day  of  rest  and  worship,  through  the  support  given  to  the 
Sunday  Rest  Day  Association,  a  constituent  member  of  the  Fed- 
eration. Much  credit  is  due  Rev.  J.B.  Davison,  of  Milwaukee, 
for  his  persistent  and  self-denying  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Sabbath 
Cause,  in  greatly  lessening  Sunday  railway  excursions  and  Sun- 
day traffic,  in  urging  employers  of  labor  to  grant  one  day  of  rest 
in  seven  to  their  employees,  in  preventing  the  repeal  of  import- 
ant Sunday  laws,  and  through  the  publication  and  wide  distri- 
bution of  "Lord's  Day  Papers''  awakening  interest  in  the  Sab 
bath,  not  only  as  a  day  set  apart  for  worship,  but  as  vitally  con- 
nected with  the  welfare  of  the  individnal  and  of  the  nation. 

The  caring  for  homeless  children  through  the  Wisconsin  Home 
Finding  Society,  Rev.  J.  P.  Dysart,  superintendent,  and  the 
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promotion  of  Social  Purity  under  the  lead  of  B.  F.  Steadwell, 
of  La  Crosse,  have  not  been  overlooked,  though  not  as  much 
emphasis  has  been  put  upon  these  movements  for  human  better- 
ment as  they  deserve. 

The  gambling  peril  was  discussed  at  the  very  first  meeting  of 
the  Federation,  and  has  not  been  forgotten  since.  At  the  Portage 
meeting  a  very  able  paper  was  given  on  "Gambling — its  Moral 
Blight,"  by  Rev.  Rob't  Gordon,  of  Milwaukee.  More  than  once 
the  Federation  has  been  before  legislative  committees  in  behalf 
of  bills  relating  to  various  forms  of  gambling  and  put  in  its 
plea  not  without  avail. 

So  it  will  be  seen  that  during  these  past  twelve  years  through 
the  Federation  the  churches  and  reformatory  associations  have 
not  been  without  their  testimony  in  behalf  of  virtue  and  civic 
righteousness.  It  is  certain  this  testimony  coming  from  so  large 
and  intelligent  a  body  of  citizens  as  are  connected  with  the  Wis- 
consin Federation  of  Churches  and  Christian  workers  has  not 
been  in  vain. 

Denominational  Co-operation 

With  this  broadening  of  the  Federation  began  its  distinctive 
work  of  securing  denominational  co-operation  in  religious  as 
well  as  moral  movements. 

The  secretary  at  this  time  declared:  ''It  is  not  the  oblitera- 
ting of  denominational  lines,  or  the  eliminating  of  differences  of 
creed,  or  the  making  of  all  Christians  to  think  exactly  alike  — 
which  we  think  would  be  a  calamity — not  uniformity  of  method 
and  worship  for  which  we  plead;  but  rather  the  making,  not 
this  or  that  creed,  not  this  or  that  ritualistic  observance,  nor 
this  or  that  ecclesiastical  polity  the  main  end  to  be  secured,  but 
ilthe  Kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness."  And  this  means, 
not  antagonism,  not  competition,  not  independency  of  action, 
but  co-operation,  a  planning  together,  a  keeping  step  together 
in  attacking  the  forces  of  iniquity,  helping  each  other  wherever 
and  whenever  it  is  clear  more  can  be  accomplished  by  two  or 
more  churches  uniting  in  work  and  worship,  than  can  be  done 
by  each  working  or  worshiping  separately. 

With  this  began  a  new  movement  in  behalf  of  churchless  com- 
munities and  towns  over  churched,  which  was  discussed  the  next 
7— Int.  Con. 
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year  by  Rev.  Messrs.  D.  W.  Hulburt,  of  the  Baptist  Conven- 
tion; H.  W.  Carter,  of  the  Congregational  Missionary  Society; 
L.  C.  Smith,  of  the  Presbyterian  Synod;  J.  E.  Farmer,  of  the 
Methodist  church;  G.  Fritsche,  of  the  Evangelical  Association, 
and  others. 

At  Lake  Geneva,  two  years  later,  by  recommendation  of  the 
Secretary,  principles  relating  to  the  multiplying  of  churches 
were  approved,  as  follows: 

Principles  as  to  Multiplying  Churches 

First:  No  community  in  which  any  denomination  has  any 
legitimate  claim  should  be  entered  by  any  other  denomination 
through  its  official  agencies  without  conference  with  the  denom- 
ination or  denominations  having  said  claim. 

Second:  A  feeble  church  should  be  revived,  if  possible, 
rather  than  a  new  one  established  to  become  its  rival. 

Third:  The  preference  of  a  community  should  always  be 
regarded  by  denominational  committees  and  individual  workers. 

Fourth:  Those  denominations  having  churches  nearest  at 
hand  should,  other  things  being  equal,  be  recognized  as  in  the 
most  advantageous  position  to  encourage  and  aid  a  new  enter- 
prise in  their  vicinity. 

Fifth:  In  case  one  denomination  begins  work  in  a  destitute 
community  it  should  be  left  to  develop  that  work  without  other 
denominational  interference. 

Sixth:  Temporary  suspension  of  church  work  by  any  denom- 
ination occupying  a  field  should  not  be  sufficient  warrant  in 
itself  for  entrance  into  that  field  by  any  other  denomination. 
Temporary  suspension  should  be  deemed  permanent  abandon- 
ment only  when  the  church  has  had  no  preaching  and  held  no 
services  for  an  entire  year. 

Seventh:  All  questions  of  interpretation  of  the  foregoing 
statements  and  all  cases  of  friction  between  denominations  or 
Christians  of  different  denominations  should  be  referred  to  this 
Federation  through  its  Executive  Board  for  advice. 

These  principles  were  reaffirmed  at  Sparta  in  connection 
with  an  able  paper,  by  Rev.  Fred  W.  Harris,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Necedah,  on  "The  Over  Churched  Commu- 
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nity,"  which  with"  Principles  as  to  Multiplying  Churches"  was 
published  and  widely  circulated  through  the  state. 

Again  the  next  year  at  Beaver  Dam  the  same  topic  was  under 
discussion,  led  by  a  paper  presented  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Vaughn,  of 
the  Baptist  church,  of  Janesville,  with  the  title,  "Co-operation 
of  Churches  and  Christian  Workers,  the  Imperative  Need  of  the 
Hour."  This  was  followed  by  Rev.  Messrs.  D*  W.  Hulburt,  H. 
W.  Carter,  J.  E.  Garrett,  and  E.  B.  Sanford,  Secretary  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Churches  and  Christian  workers,  on 
"  Methods  of  Co-operation.7'  At  this  meeting  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  secretary's  report  were  adopted,  viz:  The  organiz- 
ing of  a  local  federation  in  each  town  for  the  massing  of  moral 
and  Christian  forces  against  vice  of  every  kind,  to  provide  for 
the  reaching  of  every  family  with  the  ministrations  of  the  Gos- 
pel and  that,  in  communities  where  there  is  a  manifest  waste  of 
money  and  men  in  the  support  of  an  over  supply  of  churches, 
efforts  be  made  to  federate  the  churches  in  such  a  way  as  shall 
best  utilize  the  Christian  forces  of  the  community. 

The  next  year  at  Ripon  the  secretary's  report  was  devoted 
largely  to  co-operative  church  methods,  giving  illustrations  of 
the  same  in  practical  operation.  This  was  followed  by  a  paper 
on  "Steps  toward  Church  Co-operation  in  Worship  and  Work  in  a 
given  Community,"  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Talbot,  pastor,  Presbyterian 
church,  of  De  Pere,  and  another  paper  on  "Church  Competi- 
tion, its  Value  and  Limitations,"  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Hatch,  pastor 
of  Baptist  church,  Beloit.  These  papers  with  the  secretary's 
report,  "Principles  as  to  Multiplying  Churches,"  a  notice  of 
Pres.  Edward  D.  Eaton's  address,  and  of  a  paper  by  Prof.Wm.  H. 
Lighty,  of  Madison,  with  a  resolution  reciting  the  results  of  in- 
creased co-operative  church  activities,  were  published  by  Rev.  J. 
B.  Davison,  of  the  Press  Committee  in  number  142,  Lord's  Day 
Papers,  and  thousands  circulated  through  the  state. 

Advisory  Council 

Early  in  this  new  movement  it  was  discovered  that  there 
would  arise  questions  between  denominational  leaders  that  the 
parties  concerned  would  not  be  able  to  settle,  that  there  would 
need  to  be  an  advisory  council  constituted  of  disinterested  per- 
sons to  hear  the  case  and  give  its  judgment.       While  in  no 
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case  ecclesiastical  authority  is  to  be  used  to  coerce  any  church,  yet 
it  is  clearly  seen  that  the  decision  of  a  council  made  up  of  Chris- 
tian men,  fair  minded  and  unprejudiced,  would  have  great  weight 
and  would  likely  be  followed. 

The  method  of  procedure  adopted  by  the  Executive  Board  and 
approved  by  the  council  is  as  follows: 

First:  Let  the  interested  parties  make  an  honest  effort 
through  their  general  or  district  superintendents  to  make  a  set- 
tlement. 

Secoud:  In  case  of  a  failure,  petition  the  Secretary  of  the 
Federation  with  the  president  to  name  the  members  of  a  coun- 
cil, three  or  five,  connected  with  denominations  other  than  the 
parties  concerned,  who  shall  ordinarily  go  on  the  ground  and 
hear  the  testimony  on  both  sides,  carefully  weigh  the  same  and 
give  a  written  decision  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Federation  for  record. 

In  the  few  cases  of  questions  that  have  arisen  between  differ- 
ent denominations  that  have  been  referred  to  a  council,  the 
above  plan  has  worked  well.  It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  that 
most  questions  have  been  settled  without  reference  to  an  advisory 
council  and  also  that  the  late  Interdenominational  Conference, 
representing  nearly  200  churches  belonging  to  fourteen  denomi- 
national bodies,  after  a  two  days'  session  and  a  careful  review  of 
the  methods  adopted  by  the  Federation,  through  its  committee, 
with  Rev.  Perry  Millar,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Ke- 
nosha, chairman,  gave  a  hearty  endorsement  of  the  same. 

Investigation  as  to  the  Religious  Condition  of  Towns 

At  this  meeting  a  commission  of  six  was  appointed  with  Rev. 
D.  W.  Hulburt  as  chairman,  "To  ascertain  the  present  condi- 
tions of  church  work  in  all  towns  under  10,000  throughout  the 
state,  and  all  facts  bearing  upon  the  same." 

This  commission  has  continued  its  work  up  to  the  present 
time.  A  preliminary  report  at  the  Madison  Federation  meet- 
ing was  the  basis  of  the  discussion  and  resolutions  presented  at 
the  Conference  held  in  connection  with  the  Federation,  Decem- 
ber 5th  to  7th.    See  page  37. 

The  facts  thus  far  gathered  are  of  immense  value  to  all  Chris- 
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tian  workers.  They  show  in  detail  what  the  religions  forces  of 
the  state  are  and  how  they  have  been  applied  in  the  work  of 
building  the  Kingdom  of  righteousness;  and  also  what  the  reli- 
gious needs  of  the  state  are,  where  there  is  an  overlapping  of 
churches  and  where  there  is  destitution.  A  moral  and  religious 
map  is  thus  presented  which  with  the  charts  should  be  a  subject 
for  study  by  every  religious  worker  in  the  state.  The  commis- 
sion is  continued  with  a  view  to  a  more  complete  presentation  of 
the  religious  conditions  of  our  state,  to  be  published  later  which 
will  prove  a  far  more  scientific  and  reliable  basis  than  has  ever 
before  been  given  for  an  intelligent  and  successful  prosecution 
of  the  work  of  the  churches.  For  maps  and  charts  see  pages 
35  and  36,  also  55—64. 

County  Rural  Evangelism 

Another  line  of  work  has  recently  opened  to  the  Federation, 
that  promises  to  meet  a  real  need.  For  some  time  past  there  has 
been  a  movement  of  population  from  the  country  to  the  cities. 
This  has  affected  the  churches,  The  young  people  have  been 
drawn  to  the  cities,  and  the  older  ones  finding  work  on  the  farm 
more  burdensome,  either  rent  or  sell  out  and  move  into  town  to 
spend  the  evening  of  life.  Besides  many  English  speaking  are 
moving  west  and  foreigners  are  taking  their  places.  So  it  has 
come  to  pass  that  country  churches  have  grown  weaker  rather 
than  stronger. 

This  has  awakened  not  a  little  anxiety  lest  the  country  should 
decline  in  morals  and  religion.  As  the  towns  are  largely  popu- 
lated from  the  country, the  keeping  up  of  the  country  churches 
becomes  an  acute  problem.  To  solve  it  more  effectively  the  sug- 
gestion of  taking  a  county  and  arranging  by  an  interdenomina- 
tional committee,  a  series  of  simultaneous  meetings  to  be  held  in 
each  church  of  the  county  outside  of  the  large  towns  was  made 
at  the  Oakland  Federation  meeting. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  tor  such  a  series,  the 
first  to  be  held  in  Waukesha  county,  in  response  to  an  offer  of 
the  General  Assembly's  Evangelistic  Committee  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  to  provide  the  initial  financial  support  of  the  organ- 
izing of  such  a  campaign. 
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A  supervising  state  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Federa- 
tion, consisting  of  Rev.  O.  C.  Johnson,  of  Presbyterian  church- 
Manitowoc;  Rev.  H.  W.  Carter,  of  Congregational  church,  Be- 
Loit;  Rev.  Messrs.  Rollins,  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Hul- 
burt,  Baptist  church,  and  Kiekhoefer  of  Evangelical  Association, 
of  Milwaukee,  with  Rev.  H.  H.  Rottman,  of  Free  Baptist 
church,  as  Superintendent. 

The  campaign  was  planned  to  begin  early  in  January,  1910, 
and  continue  two  weeks.  Twenty-one  churches  of  five  denomi- 
nations co-operated.  Simultaneous  meetings  were  held  in  seven- 
teen localities.  In  spite  of  cold  and  storm  the  success  was  phe- 
nomenal, 254  converts  being  reported  and  the  churches  of  the 
county  receiving  a  great  uplift.  The  work  was  heartily  commend- 
ed by  the  Waukesha  Ministers'  Association.  At  the  Madison 
Federation  meeting  the  committee  was  continued  and  arrange- 
ments made  to  introduce  the  plan  in  other  counties.  Green  Lake 
county  arranged  to  begin  such  a  campaign  the  7th  of  February, 
and  close  the  19th.  It  is  hoped  that  other  counties  will  take  up 
the  work.  There  is  great  promise  in  this  County  Rural  Evan- 
gelistic Movement.  Write  the  Secretary,  Rev.  O.  C.  Johnson, 
now  at  Omro,  Wis.    See  page  64. 


Interdenominational  Conference 

At  the  Oshkosh  meeting,  1909,  the  Secretary  in  his  report 
urged  the  importance  of  calling  a  conference  of  the  different 
denominations  in  Wisconsin  to  consider  in  a  very  thorough 
manner  the  moral  and  religious  conditions  of  our  state  with  a 
view  to  securing  a  much  larger  co-operation  in  our  religious 
work.  The  suggestion  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Board, 
which  took  up  the  matter,  appointed  a  strong  committee,  with 
Pres.  W.  O.  Carrier,  of  Carroll  College,  as  chairman,  and 
planned  for  holding  the  Conference  in  connection  with  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Federation.  Committees  were  appointed, 
and  Madison,  Dec.  5-7,  named  as  the  place  and  date  for  the 
joint  meeting.  Very  thorough  preparations  were  made  and  the 
Conference  held  as  proposed. 
•  This   conference,    in   which  were   represented   nearly  200 
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churches,  connected  with  fourteen  denominations,  proved  a 
great  success.  After  a  two  days's  session  and  a  thorough  dis- 
cussion of  the  topics  presented  by  the  Federation,  resolutions 
were  passed,  not  only  endorsing  the  work  already  done  by  the 
Federation,  thus  giving  it  a  new  impetus,  but  also  suggesting 
more  definite  methods  of  denominational  co-operation  and  a 
Social  Service  Commission  of  fifteen,  nine  appointed  by  the  Fed- 
eration Council  and  the  remaining  six  to  be  appointed  by  the 
nine.  The  suggestions  were  incorporated  with  the  principles 
for  multiplying  churches  previously  adopted  by  the  Federation, 
and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Federation  Council  at  its 
closing  meeting.    See  pages  75  and  102. 

This  meeting  of  the  Conference  was  an  eye  opener  to  the 
churches  of  the  state  such  as  the  previous  meetings  of  the  Fed- 
eration had  not  been.  In  fact  many  scarcely  knew  of  its  exist- 
ence and  more  were  ignorant  of  its  aims  and  work.  The  pro- 
gram was  carefully  wrought  out  with  reference  to  getting  the 
facts  relating  to  the  conditions  of  Christian  work  before  the 
people.  The  maps  and  charts  were  produced  at  no  small  ex- 
pense to  present  to  the  eye  the  religious  forces  of  the  state.  For 
this  we  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  R.  H.  Edwards,  C.  J.  Galpin, 
D.  W.  Hulburt  and  their  helpers,  who  gave  a  large  amount  of 
time  gratuitously  to  this  part  of  the  preparation.  These  maps 
and  charts  will  prove  very  suggestive  to  the  student  of  religious 
conditions  with  which  every  pastor,  especially,  should  become 
familiar. 

There  was  shown  not  only  a  view  of  religious  forces  as  repre- 
sented by  the  churches  but  also  forces  that  should  be  recognized 
as  auxiliary  to  the  work  of  the  churches,  that  in  fact  were 
born  of  the  churches  as  e.  g.,  the  Young  Men's  and  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association,  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  Christian  schools  of  various  kinds,  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League,  and  other  reform  and  betterment  movements. 
As  our  eyes  rested  upon  these  maps  and  charts,  especially  as  they 
passed  before  us  in  stereopticon  views,  we  were  deeply  impressed, 
not  only  with  the  immense  work  we  have  in  hand,  but  with  the 
mighty  results  that  will  certainly  follow  the  co-ordinating  of 
these  agencies  for  the  regeneration  of  society  and  the  establish- 
ing of  God's  Kingdom  on  earth. 
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Conference  Already  Bearing  Fruit 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Federation,  a 
meeting  of  ten  of  the  state  superintendents  of  mission  work 
connected  with  four  of  the  leading  denominations  of  the  state, 
was  held  at  Portage,  January  17th.  It  is  reported  as  very  de- 
lightful in  spirit.  There  was  a  frank  facing  of  facts  and  ex- 
changing of  views  which  give  promise  of  great  gain  to  the  pro- 
gress of  our  common  work.  The  principles  recommended  by 
the  Federation  to  govern  denominational  workers  were  unani- 
mously adopted  and  recommended  to  be  adopted  by  their  respect- 
ive denominations.  Such  a  Conference  of  denominational  lead- 
ers is  a  new  tiling  in  the  religious  history  of  our  state  and  means 
the  abolition  of  a  wicked  rivalry  that  has  existed  in  the  past  and 
a  co-operative  helpfulness  worthy  of  such  as  claim  to  be  ser- 
vants of  our  divine  Master. 

Some  Things  to  Be  Noted 

In  the  twelve  years  of  our  existence  it  has  been  demonstrated, 

First:  That  after  all  there  are  more  things  far  more  vital  to  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  which  Christians  agree,  than  those  in  which 
they  disagree;  that  while  there  are  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
theories,  governments,  methods  of  work  and  forms  of  worship, 
yet  there  can  be  unity  of  purpose  and  of  heart  in  the  saving  of 
the  lost,  the  recovery  of  this  world  from  its  sin  and  sorrow,  the 
making  of  it  what  God  would  have  it  to  be. 

Second:  In  the  exercise  of  this  unity  of  purpose  and  heart 
it  has  also  been  demonstrated  that  churches  of  different  denom- 
inations can  unite  under  the  lead  of  one  pastor,  in  work  and 
worship,  while  at  the  same  time  each  retains  its  own  organiza- 
tion, where  it  is  clear  more  can  be  done  by  thus  federating  than 
by  working  separately. 

Third:  Furthermore  it  is  beginning  to  be  seen  and  practi- 
cally shown  that  churches  occupying  the  same  territory  having 
a  considerable  population,  can  accomplish  far  more  by  planning 
their  work  with  reference  to  each  other,  their  pastors  advising 
together  and  helping  each  other  to  reach  every  family  in  the 
community,  presenting  a  solid  front  against  every  form  of  evil 
and  keeping  step  with  each  other  in  every  aggressive  line  of 
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work  for  the  building  up  of  the  community  in  virtue  and  right- 
eousness of  life. 

Fourth:  This  movement  has  the  endorsement  of  the  people. 
The  crowding  in  of  churches  into  small  towns,  the  consequent 
rivalry  and  lack  of  co-operation,  to  say  nothing  of  positive  an- 
tagonism that  has  often  existed,  has  been  a  burning  shame,  and 
is  a  positive  hindrance  to  Christian  work.  When  such  churches 
begin  to  work  together  and  plan  for  the  highest  good  of  the 
community,  people  will  say:  "This  is  Christian,  we'll  help  to 
make  this  work  go." 

Fifth:  This  is  coming  to  be  a  world-wide  movement.  In 
1908,  "The  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America"  completed  its  organization  which  began  three  years 
before.  It  consisted  of  thirty-three  national  denominational  or- 
ganizations representing  a  membership  of  not  far  from  18,000,- 
000  communicants.  One  state  after  another  since  then  has  been 
organizing  federations  similar  to  our  own,  which  has  the  honor 
of  being  among  the  first  to  lead  off  in  this  movement.  It  is 
already  even  more  marked  in  its  work  on  mission  soil  in  other 
lands.  It  seems  to  have  in  it  the  near  fulfillment  of  our 
Savior's  last  prayer  for  his  disciples  "that  they  all  may  be  one 
as  thou  Father  art  in  me  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  may  be  one 
in  us,  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me." 

Sixth :  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  while  this  organization  has 
not  accomplished  all  it  has  planned  and  has  not  been  as  much  in 
the  public  eye  as  some  have  desired,  nor  as  vigorous  in  carry- 
ing out  its  resolves  by  reason  of  a  lack  of  funds  for  the  support 
of  a  general  secretary,  as  is  being  done  in  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts,  yet  the  reader  will  see  that  considering  the  small 
investment  of  time  on  the  part  of  its  officials,  no  charge  having 
been  made  except  for  printing  and  postage,  the  results  thus  far 
have  abundantly  rewarded  the  efforts  put  forth. 

The  large  gathering  at  the  Madison  Conference  and  the  inter- 
est awakened  are  prophetic.  Wisconsin  is  moving  to  a  more 
thorough  massing  of  her  religious  forces  for  social  betterment,  a 
Christian  brotherhood  and  the  establishing  of  the  reign  of 
righteousness  in  all  hearts.  Our  fathers  in  the  settlement  of 
this  state  were  as  true-hearted  and  as  full  of  zeal  for  the  King- 
dom of  God  as  the  generations  before  them.    They  accom- 
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plished  great  things  without  concert  of  action.  They  might 
have  accomplished  ten  times  more  had  they  moved  together. 
Each  heroically  chased  a  thousand,  but  together  they  might,  even 
more  easily,  have  put  ten  thousands  to  flight. 

We  of  today,  learning  from  their  mistakes  and  under  the 
pressure  of  unparalleled  needs  and  matchless  opportunities, 
catching  the  inspiration  of  the  early  disciples  and  the  co-opera- 
tive spirit  of  today  in  the  business  world,  are  beginning  to  mar- 
shall  our  Christian  forces  in  a  solid  phalanx,  and  to  be  able,  hon- 
estly to  join  our  voices  in  the  song: 

"Like  a  mighty  army. 

Moves  the  church  of  God; 
Brothers,  we  are  treading 

Where  the  saints  have  trod; 
We  are  not  divided, 

All  one  body  we, 
One  in  hope  and  doctrine, 

One  in  charity." 

READER  REMEMBER- A  million  of  church  members 
in  Wisconsin,  divided  about  equally  between  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  Church  Organizations, 
working  together  with  God;  what  a  mighty  force  for 
the  individual,  social  and  civic  regeneration  of  Wis- 


consin. 


Rev.  E.  C.  Dixon,  D.  D. 

Elected  Secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation 
of  Churches  and  Christian  Workers, 
December  6,  1910 


Council  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Christian  Workers 

Proceedings  at  the  13th  Annual  Meeting  Held  in  Con- 
nection with  the  Interdenominational  Confer- 
ence at  Madison,  Dec.  6  and  7,  1910 

Federation  called  to  order  by  Vice-President  Henry  Faville, 
Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Dec.  6th. 

The  roll  of  Council  was  made  out  as  follows: 

Baptist — Revs.  Vernon  S.  Phillips  and  E.  B.  Edmunds. 

Congregational — Revs.  John  Faville,  F.  M.Sheldon  and  L.  C. 
Grant. 

Evangelical  Association — Rev.  G.  F.  Kiekhoefer  and  Mr.  H. 
A.  Franzke. 

Presbyterian  Synod— Revs.  L.  C.  Smith,  Geo.  E.  Hunt  and 
A.  E.  Driscoll. 

United  Brethren — Rev.  L  A.  Mclntyre. 
Wisconsin  M.  E.  Conference — Rev.  Henry  Colman. 

State  Reform  Bodies 

Home  Finding  Society— Rev.  J.  P.  Dysart,  Secretary. 

Sunday  Rest  Day  Association — Rev.  J.  B.  Davison,  Secretary. 

Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union — Mrs.  Lula  Fryette 
and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Thompson. 

Other  members :  Officers  of  the  Federation  and  members  of 
Executive  Board. 

Application  for  membership  in  the  Federation  was  made  by 
the  Wisconsin  Church  of  Christ  (Disciples),  and  by  the  Wis- 
consin Sunday  School  Association.  On  motion  these  two  state 
bodies  were  received,  and  Rev.  J.  Harry  Bullock,  of  Richland 
Center,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Semelroth  took  seats  in  the  Council. 

Committee  on  Nominations,  through  its  chairman,  Rev.  Henry 
Colman,  reported  the  following  list  of  officers  for  the  coming 
year  which  was,  on  motion,  unanimously  voted: 

President— Rev.  Edward  D.  Eaton,  D.  D.,  Beloit. 

First  Vice-President — Rev.  Vernon  S.  Phillips,  Madison. 

Second  Vice-President — Rev.  Henry  C.  Nott,  Milwaukee. 
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Third  Vice-President — Rev.  H.  A.  Miner,  Madison. 

Secretary — Rev.  E.  C.  Dixon,  Madison, 

Treasurer — Rev.  W.  J.  McKay,  Madison. 

Executive  Board  for  three  years— Rev.  Messrs.  E.  B.  Ed- 
munds, Beaver  Dam;  U.  G.  Humphrey,  Milwaukee;  J.  O. 
Parry,  Cambria;  J.  M.  Skinner,  Wauwatosa  and  G.  Fritsche, 
Milwaukee. 

Committee  on  Religious  Conditions  of  Towns  and  Cities — 
Rev.  D.  W.  Hulburt,  Wauwatosa;  Rev.  J.  H.  Tippet,  Appleton; 
Rev.  L.  C.  Smith,  Waukesha;  Rev.  H.  W.  Carter,  Madison  and 
Mr.  W.  J.  Semelroth,  Milwaukee. 

Committee  on  Legislation — Rev.  Messrs.  W.  J.  McKay,  Ver- 
non S.  Phillips  and  H.  A.  Miner,  Madison. 

Committee  on  Publication  — Rev.  Messrs.  Henry  Colman,  J.  B. 
Davison,  E.  A.  Cutler  and  E.  W.  Blakeman. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  offered  by  a  committee  of 
the  Executive  Board,  were  adopted  as  follows:  On  Member- 
ship of  State  Council,  representation  changed  from  one  addi- 
tional member  for  each  10,000  to  5,000.  Art  V  changed  to  read 
three  instead  of  two  vice-presidents. 

A  new  article  to  be  inserted  as  Article  VIII:  The  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Federation  for  each  year  shall  be  estimated  by 
a  committee  of  the  Executive  Board  and  apportioned  to  each 
state  denominational  body  in  proportion  to  membership,  and 
each  state  reform  association  shall  be  apportioned  $10.00. 

Council  adjourned  to  the  call  of  the  president. 

At  the  close  of  the  Conference  the  Council  was  called  to  order 
by  Vice-President  Phillips.  The  recommendations  of  the  Con- 
ference were  presented  and  unanimously  voted  by  the  Council. 
See  page  75. 

Report  of  Treasurer  McKay  was  referred  to  Executive  Board. 

Voted  to  settle  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Conference  held 
in  connection  with  the  Federation,  amounting  to  near  $300.00. 
The  collection  and  pledges  taken  during  the  sessions  it  was 
thought  would  cover  the  expenses. 

The  time  and  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  referred  to  the 
Executive  Board. 

After  prayer,  the  Council  adjourned. 

H.  A.  Miner,  Secretary. 


Constitution 


Adopted  November  18, 1902,  Amended  December  6, 1910 

ARTICLE  I. 

NAME. 

This  organization  shall  be  called  the  Federation  of  Churches 
and  Christian  Workers  of  Wisconsin. 

ARTICLE  II. 

OBJECT. 

The  object  of  this  Federation  shall  be  the  promotion  of  effec- 
tive co-operation  among  the  churches  and  Christian  workers  of 
the  state  of  Wisconsin,  in  order  that  their  essential  unity  may 
be  manifested;  that  the  evangelization  of  every  community  may 
be  more  systematically  and  efficiently  accomplished;  that  a 
means  may  be  found  for  expressing  the  united  Christian  senti- 
ment of  the  state  on  moral  issues,  that  thereby  the  civic  and 
social  conditions  of  society  may  be  improved;  that  the  various 
Christian  and  benevolent  agencies  of  the  commonwealth  may  be 
more  completely  co-ordinated,  and  other  appropriate  ends  se- 
cured; also  that  local  federations  in  cities  and  towns  may  be 
organized  for  the  promotion  of  the  same  ends. 

ARTICLE  III. 

MEMBERSHIP  OF  STATE  COUNCIL. 

The  denominations  uniting  in  this  Federation  shall  act 
through  a  State  Council. 

Each  denominational  state  body  shall  be  entitled  to  one  repre- 
sentative, and  one  additional  for  every  5,000  communicants  or 
major  fraction  thereof  in  the  state  body. 

Each  reform  association  in  connection  with  this  Federation, 
shall  be  entitled  to  two  representatives. 

The  officers  of  the  Federation,  including  members  of  the 
Executive  Board,  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Council,  nine 
members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

ANNUAL  MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Council  shall  be  held  at  such 
time  and  place  in  the  month  of  November,  as  the  Executive 
Board  may  determine. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OFFICERS. 

The  Council  shall  at  its  annual  meeting  elect  a  president, 
three  vice-presidents,  a  recording  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an 
auditor,  each  to  serve  one  year  or  until  his  successor  is  elected. 
The  Council  may  appoint  such  other  officers  or  committees  as  it 
may  deem  needful  for  the  work  of  the  Federation.  The  Coun- 
cil may  provide  for  District  Councils,  and  determine  their  power 
and  duties. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

The  Council  shall  choose  fifteen  persons  who  together  with 
the  president,  vice-presidents,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  shall 
constitute  the  Executive  Board. 

The  first  elective  members  at  their  first  meeting  shall  divide 
themselves  into  three  classes  to  serve  one,  two,  and  three  years 
each.  At  the  meeting  of  the  State  Council  in  1903,  and  at  each 
annual  meeting  thereafter,  five  members  of  the  Executive  Board 
shall  be  chosen,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  three  years.  Five 
members  shall  be  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

DUTIES  OF  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

The  Executive  Board  shall  have  charge  of  |the  work  of  the 
Federation  under  the  general  instruction  of  the  Council,  and 
report  to  the  Council  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 


SPECIAL  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 
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.  ARTICLE  VIII. 

FINANCES. 

The  necessary  expenses  of  the  Federation  for  the  coming  year 
shall  be  estimated  by  a  committee  of  the  Executive  Board,  and 
apportioned  to  each  denominational  body  connected  with  the 
Federation  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  communicants  in  each 
body.  The  state  reformatory  associations  connected  with  the 
Federation  shall  be  apportioned  $10.00  each. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

AMENDMENTS 

This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting  of  the  Council,  provided  it  be  recommended  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  Executive  Board  present,  and  approved  by  three - 
fourths  of  the  Council  at  any  regular  meeting. 


Special  Advisory  Council 

How  Constituted  and  Its  Work 

In  case  of  any  disagreement  arising  between  denominations 
connected  with  the  Federation,  that  the  parties  themselves  are 
unable  to  settle,  application  may  be  made  by  one  or  both  the 
parties,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  for  the  calling  of  an 
advisory  "council.  He,  with  the  President,  shall  then  name  three 
or  more  persons  not  connected  with  the  denominations,  request- 
ing the  Council,  who  shall,  if  practicable,  visit  the  locality,  in- 
vite the  parties  to  present  the  facts,  as  each  shall  see  them,,  and 
also  seek  for  and  secure  such  other  testimony  as  pertains  to  the 
question  in  hand,  and  then  go  into  executive  session,  and  after 
carefully  considering  the  facts  presented,  render  a  decision,  a 
copy  of  which  shall  be  given  to  each  party  and  also  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Federation  for  record. 
8— Int.  Con. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  FOREIGN  BORN 
POPULATION  IN  WISCONSIN 


FROM  STATE  CENSUS,  1905. 


Total  Population 

Native  Born  

Foreign  Born. . . 


2,228,949 
1,724,007 
504,942 


COUNTIES  WHERE  CHIEFLY  LOCATED 


226,000  born  in  Germany:  Chiefly  located  in  Clark,  Dane, 
Dodge,  Fond  du  Lac,  Jefferson,  Kenosha,  La  Crosse,  Lin- 
coln, Manitowoc,  Marathon,  Outagamie,  Ozaukee,  Racine, 
Rock,  Sauk,  Shawano,  Sheboygan,  Washington,  Waukesha, 
Waupaca,  Winnebago  and  Wood  counties,  each  having 
from  3,000  to  8,000,  Milwaukee  reporting  nearly  62,000. 

62,000  born  in  Norway:  Located  in  Barron,  Bayfield,  Chip- 
pewa, Dane,  Douglas,  Dunn,  Eau  Claire,  Jackson,  La 
Crosse,  Milwaukee,  Pierce,  Polk,  Rock,  St.  Croix,  Trem- 
pealeau, Vernon  and  Waupaca  counties  having  from  1,000  to 
6,000  each. 

36,000  Poles  born  in  Austria,  Germany  and  Russia:  Lo- 
cated chiefly  in  Ashland,  Brown.  Clark,  Douglas,  Green 
Lake,  Marathon,  Portage,  Trempealeau  and  Winnebago 
counties,  Milwaukee  having  over  20,000. 

27,000  born  in  Sweden:  Located  chiefly  in  Ashland,  Brown, 
Barron,  Burnett,  Douglas,  Marinette,  Pierce,  Polk  and 
Price,  having  over  1,000  each. 

18,000  born  in  Ireland:  Located  chiefly  in  Brown,  Dane, 
Dodge,  Douglas,  Fond  du  Lac,  Lafayette,  and  Walworth, 
having  500  and  less  than  1,000  each;  Milwaukee  and  Rock 
only  having  over  1,000. 

8,000  born  in  Switzerland:  Located  chiefly  in  Green,  Dane 
and  Milwaukee  counties. 

7,000  born  in  Holland:  Located  chiefly  in  Brown,  Fond  du 
Lac,  Milwaukee  and  Sheboygan  counties. 

5,000  born  in  Italy:  Located  chiefly  in  Barron,  Iron,  Keno- 
sha, Milwaukee  and  Racine  counties. 

3,000  born  in  Hungary:  Located  mostly  in  Kenosha  and 
Milwaukee. 
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